
 

   Welcome to our 2010-11 

program year! Summer has 

flown by, and we’re looking 

forward to another exciting 

series of speakers and 

activities. You are reading this 

Audubon Outlook because 

you receive it as part of your 

membership in the Lake 

County Audubon Society. In 

addition to the Outlook, 

membership helps support 

our monthly speakers, nature 

walks, activities such as 

Welcoming a new Audubon season 

installing the heron platforms 

at Almond Marsh, the 

Audubon Adventures in 

Lake County classrooms, and 

financial support for 

environmental education.   

We encourage you to attend 

our monthly meetings, held 

at the Libertyville Village 

Hall, 7:30 pm on the first 

Monday of the month from 

October to May. Do bring 

others you think would be 

interested in learning about 

our topics and becoming 

involved with our group. 
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General Meeting:   October 4  7:30 PM     Libertyville Village Hall 

Saving Lake County Snakes 

The marshes, bogs and waterways of Lake 

County have a variety of herps (reptiles and 

amphibians).  There are a number of 

conservation projects underway in the county 

to preserve our rarer or threatened species.  

Gary Glowacki will discuss the status of our 

herps concentrating on Fox snakes, Blanding's 

turtles, Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnake, 

Spotted Salamanders, Wood Frogs, Spring 

Peepers, and Smooth Green Snakes.   

 

Gary Glowacki grew up locally in Schaumburg 

and attended Valparaiso University for 

undergraduate and Purdue for graduate school. 

He then worked for the Indiana Department of 

Natural Resources - Division of Nature 

Preserves. Later he worked for the US 

Geological Survey - Biological Resources 

Division at the Indiana Dunes National 

Lakeshore before coming to the Lake County 

Forest Preserve District.  His career, research, 

projects, and publications have been largely 

focused on reptiles and amphibians, but he has 

also done work with birds. 

General Meeting:   November 1  7:30 PM     Libertyville Village Hall 

Revenge of the Creepy Crawlers 

Take a drop of water from the Des Plaines 

river, put it under a microscope and a whole 

new world appears.   Dragonfly larvae take the 

form of monsters out of the Predator movies 

when magnified.  The small creatures that 

inhabit our waterways are called macro-

invertebrates and there is a whole branch of 

science that studies these creatures and their 

impact on the environment.  Jim Bland will 

explore these creatures with us using photos 

and possibly live specimens.    

 

Besides co-founding the aquatic management 

firm "Integrated Lakes Management" which 

specializes in watershed assessment, water quality, 

and pest control, Jim received the Illinois Lake 

Guardian Award in 2002 for creating Illinois’ 

first sanctuary for endangered and threatened 

species.  He co-authored "A Field Guide to the 

Freshwater Mussels of the Chicago Wilderness" 

and is currently writing a field guide on Macro-

Invertebrate Identification for the  Riverwatch 

Program.  He is also involved in the re-

introduction of threatened fish species at Prairie 

Crossing subdivision.   

 

http://bit.ly/bFJ5ER
http://bit.ly/cATIkH
http://bit.ly/bgEDZm
http://bit.ly/aVPibY
http://bit.ly/c79FNQ
http://bit.ly/c79FNQ
http://bit.ly/aniusz
http://j.mp/blyKqX
http://j.mp/blyKqX
http://j.mp/aCY5Jx
http://bit.ly/c6U8RE
http://bit.ly/c6U8RE


 

Publicizing the locations of rare, threatened, and/or endangered plants and animals can cause serious 

unforeseen problems. When individuals or groups attempt to observe rare, threatened or endangered 

plants and animals, especially in sensitive habitats, the following negative consequences frequently occur. 

 New unauthorized trails are created.  These trails may be used by other individuals and by the 

animals that inhabit the area.  Trails seem to create a sense of curiosity as to what is there to see or where 

it goes.  It doesn’t take many individuals to damage or destroy vegetation, creating a trail that will remain 

throughout the growing season.  If enough individuals use a trail the ground could be compacted further, 

inhibiting plant growth or destroying plants.  It may take years for the vegetation to recover or it may 

never recover, leaving a permanent trail.  If an animal such as a deer uses the trail, it may eat the flower, 

or the entire plant, destroying the possibility for reproduction by the plant.  If the animal is a predator, 

such as a skunk or raccoon, it may destroy a bird or turtle’s nest and eggs.  

 Trampling – In addition to trails the immediate area around a plant or animal’s location is 

frequently trampled as individuals attempt to see or take photographs.  Trampling kills or severely 

damages plants and compacts the soil leaving areas void of vegetation.  Once vegetation is damaged or 

destroyed, wind and/or water erosion may occur, ruts may be created, and the flow of water in the 

surrounding area may be changed.   

 Abandoned Habitat - Animals may abandon an area and nesting sites because of increased 

human or predator activity.  

 Theft - Plants may be dug up to be transplanted or sold.  Seldom do these plants survive being 

transplanted because they are so habitat specific.  Unauthorized seed collection could occur later.  

Animals such as turtles and snakes may be taken for personal collections or for sale. 

 Sample Collection - A sample may be collected to add to a personal collection or to confirm 

that a plant or animal was actually observed.  Samples are most often taken of plants and insects. 

 Invasive Plant Introduction - Non-native and invasive plant seeds could be inadvertently 

introduced to an area.  Shoes, clothing, and animals can carry invasive plant seeds.  It only takes a few 

seeds stuck in a clump of mud on the bottom of a shoe to introduce an invasive plant.  Seeds may remain 

viable for many years.  In remote areas, it may be years before an invasive species is discovered.  It could 

take several years, if at all, to completely destroy an invasive plant once established and reproducing.  

Both trampling and unauthorized trails create a great potential for the introduction of invasive and non-

native plants since there are fewer native plants to compete with for nutrients and water.  

Before making an announcement that a rare, threatened, or endangered plant or animal has been 

found, think about the impact that making the location public will have on that plant or animal, other 

plants and animals that inhabit the area, and the habitat or ecosystems of that area.   Most natural areas, 

and especially wetlands, are very sensitive to disturbances.  It is so easy to unwillingly damage habitat and 

introduce invasive plant species.  Even a few individuals can have a long lasting negative impact. 

Saving Nature from Nature Lovers 

Future Programs 
 

 

Subscribe to our group page “Lake County Audubon 

Society” to get the latest program and activity information. 

You can also see photos and videos submitted by members.  

Our page can be found at  

 
View photos submitted by members of local interest.  These 

include local forest preserves and natural areas primarily of 

Lake County. Our page can be found at  

 
Subscribe to the PDF version of the newsletter, view 

additional resources, and access our newsletter archive. 

 

 

 

LCAS on Facebook and Google Photos 

 

LCAS Activities or http://bit.ly/buXGIj
Subscribe to our group page “Lake County Audubon Society” to 

LCAS Activities Calendar on the “Google” 
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http://dnr.state.il.us/fish/asiancarp.htm
https://www.hawkcount.org/siteinfo.php?rsite=527
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Des_Plaines_Rive
http://bit.ly/bc2FxE
http://www.facebook.com/?ref=logo#!/group.php?gid=135955706417821&ref=ts
http://bit.ly/aQwIUA
http://picasaweb.google.com/lcaudubon
http://bit.ly/adCZg2
http://groups.google.com/group/lcas-audubon-outlook
http://bit.ly/cMQV6T
https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=le84pbvths94a6ec6q595dm1cc@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Chicago&gsessionid=OK
http://bit.ly/aQwIUA


 

When the Great Blue Herons started returning 

to Almond Marsh the second week of March, 

they had more nesting platforms to choose from 

this year. Thanks to the persistence of Lake 

County Audubon and over 35 volunteers, 11 

more nesting platforms were put up this past 

February.  The Herons must have approved 

because they built nests on 9 of the 12 platforms.    

After resting a few days from their northern 

migration the Herons started to claim their 

nesting sites by adding sticks and twigs to existing 

nests or building new ones in trees and on the 

man-made platforms.  Within a week or two the 

first eggs were laid.  Two to five eggs are laid at 

intervals of at least two days.  Both the male and 

female take turns incubating the eggs starting 

with the first egg, and lasting about 28 days.  The 

young will then hatch over a period of several 

days apart.   

In April 2010 there were a total of 32 nests 

counted in trees and platforms. Throughout the 

spring and summer some of the trees were 

damaged or blown over by wind leaving about 28 

nests that produced chicks this year.  

In the third week of April chicks were visible in 

the Rookery.  The 9 platform nests produced 21 

Heron chicks, while the nests in trees produced 

27 Heron chicks. In addition, some of the tree 

What’s happening at the Heron Rookery? 

 nests were occupied by Double-crested 

Cormorants.  In the third week of June, the chicks, 

now about the size of their parents, began to fledge. 

Afterwards, they remain in the marsh with their 

parents who will still feed them for another three 

weeks. After that time they are on their own. The 

Herons will start their migration south mid-

September through October.  

From the beginning of April until the end of June 

Almond Marsh was open on Saturdays from 

8:00am until noon.  Birders came from all over to 

view the Herons and other water birds as they 

nested and roosted.  

In May, the Almond Marsh Rookery was featured 

in a short presentation on Channel 11, and in June, 

over 60 people attended the second annual 

“Cheese and Crackers with the Birds” evening.   It 

is wonderful to see the interest and support of so 

many people in retaining the marsh.  

As time goes on more and more trees in the Marsh 

will be subjected to rotting and wind damage.  It was 

a great collaborative effort working with the Lake 

County Forest Preserve and the many volunteers to 

erect the platforms.  Lake County Audubon looks 

forward to continuing work with the Forest Preserve 

to promote and help preserve the Almond Marsh 

Rookery. 

Fall Woodland Walk for Warblers. We will meet at the 

parking lot.   We hope to see some fall color and possibly 

some departing warblers. The walk will be followed by snacks. 

The Lake County Audubon Society will have binoculars and 

bird ID books available to borrow.   

 

Nature walk. Meet at the parking lot east of Route 45 and 

between Route 120 and Casey Road. This lot is east of “Prairie 

Crossing” and just south of “Arbor Vista” subdivisions.  A 

pleasant late afternoon walk through the colorful fall foliage. 

We will also be viewing the surrounding lakes and streams in 

support of our Nov. program “The Hidden World of 

Streams”.  Watch the dramatic sunset over the farm fields.  

Afterwards, meet for dinner at Bill’s Pizza in Grayslake on 

Washington St. west of Rt. 45. (Participants are responsible for 

their own dinner). The Lake County Audubon Society will 

have binoculars and bird ID books available to borrow. Sturdy 

shoes are recommended. 

 

 

Lake County Audubon Society Activities 
 

Date 

&Time Event Location Group 

Sat.  

Oct. 30 

9:15am 

Give Back to the 

Birds Field Trip & 

Workday 

Hennepin 

IL 

 

 

Bird 
Conservation 

Network 

Non-LCAS Activities 
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Your Lake County Audubon Society provides classroom sets 

of Audubon Adventures to interested and eligible classroom 

teachers, libraries, and school district science providers.  

Audubon Adventures is a nationally acclaimed environmental 

education publication for children in grades 3-5.  

The 2010-2011 series focuses on three types of animal 

migrations; birds, monarch butterflies, and marine animals.   

If you know a Lake County educator who would be 

interested in receiving Audubon Adventures, please email 

the contact information to audbirds@aol.com. 

Educators! Use “Audubon Adventures” 

http://bit.ly/cl1Dix
http://bit.ly/cl1Dix
http://bit.ly/cl1Dix
http://www.lcfpd.org/calendar/index.cfm?fuseaction=calendar.view_main
http://bit.ly/dshYp4
http://www.lakecookaudubon.org/Birding_Programs.html
http://bit.ly/c2dLA9
http://www.lakecookaudubon.org/Birding_Field_Trips.html
http://bit.ly/buvnCb
http://bit.ly/aofTBR
http://bit.ly/bdRrPG
http://bit.ly/dhyboX
http://education.audubon.org/audubon-adventures
mailto:audbirds@aol.com


 

Name 

Address 

City 

ZIP Phone

Email  

National Audubon Society Membership 

New memberships only.  Sorry, not for renewal. Join or give a gift subscription today at the special 

Introductory rate is just $20…  43% off the basic rate 

Make checks payable to “National Audubon Society”.  Dues include $15 for AUDUBON magazine.  Please allow 

4-6 weeks from receipt of payment to receive your first issue of AUDUBON.  The National Audubon Society 

occasionally makes its membership list available to carefully selected organizations whose mailings you might find 

of interest.  To have your name omitted from this list, please check here.   

 

Mail your check and this form to: 

Lake County Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 332 

Libertyville, Illinois 60048 

 

Chapter Code C9ZG640Z 
 

 

 There is a new look and a new editor, Rick Hoppel, for the Audubon Outlook.  Let us 

know what you think by sending an email to lcaudubon@gmail.com 
 The “Audubon Outlook” PDF version (available at  or  

includes Web Links to related articles or web pages.  The printed version links appear as underlines. We use 

the URL shortening service http://bit.ly to simplify the manual typing of long URL strings. TIP Use the PDF 

version of this newsletter to navigate links.

 We would like to encourage member written articles and photographs Send your ideas or 

submissions to lcaudubon@gmail.com 

a new look for the Audubon Outlook 

Bird feeders kits will be available at each general meeting of the LCAS.  The price is $8 for 

members and $11 for non-members. 

 

Bird Feeder Kits 
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DATED MATERIAL!! 

 
Please do not take the “or Current Resident” on the 

address label personally.  It is done to conform to 

current mass mailing requirements and avoid 

expensive mail returns due to old addresses. 

 

This newsletter was printed using soy-based ink on paper with 100% post-consumer recycled content processed chlorine free 

mailto:audbirds@aol.com
http://www.lakecountyaudubon.org/
mailto:lcaudubon@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/bbaPbh
http://bit.ly/aJhyo5
http://bit.ly/a5PewC
http://bit.ly/buXGIj
mailto:lcaudubon@gmail.com
http://www.lakecountyaudubon.org/
http://bit.ly/caFNt3
http://bit.ly/
mailto:lcaudubon@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/aApx1F

