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General Meeting: October 1  7:30 PM      Libertyville Village Hall 

Pine Cone the Owl: From Rescue to Release 
Speaker: Linda Breuer, Operator, Barnswallow, A Wild Bird Concern 

 
Join bird rehab expert Linda Breuer as she 
tells the fascinating story of her work rescuing 
and rehabilitating a variety of raptors and 
other birds at her facility, Barnswallow, 
located in Wauconda. Linda will explain her 
rehabilitation process by following the story 
of Pine Cone, the adolescent Great Horned 
Owl, from rescue in the spring to his release 
this fall.  In addition to the visual program, 
she will bring some of her resident raptors for 
our first program of the new season.  

Linda Breuer, together with a volunteer  
staff, operates Barnswallow, a wild bird 
rehabilitation and public education center, 
situated in a peaceful, country setting next to 
an Illinois nature preserve outside Wauconda, 
Illinois. Linda helps teach the public about 
raptor rehabilitation and conservation. 

Suggested Admission: a roll of paper towels 
or a clean, gently used terrycloth towel. 

General Meeting: November 5  7:30 PM      Libertyville Village Hall 

Bats: Why We Should All Be Batty for Them! 
Speaker: Lara Sviatko 

 
 

 

Did you know that bats are the only mammals 
that truly fly? Flying squirrels only glide! In 
this Year of the Bat, learn the facts about the 
mysterious, often-maligned bat and how to 
protect this important animal.  

This month’s program will discuss the value of 
bats to our environment and our economy. It 
will dispel some myths about bats while giving 
lots of interesting, and fun, bat facts. It will 
talk about the threats bats face in our current 
environment and what is being done to 
mitigate those threats. Finally, the program 

will discuss places to view bats here and 
around the country. 

Lara Sviatko has been interested in bats for  
20 years. While in a career not related to 
science, Lara started to research bats and 
actively looks for them in her 
neighborhood and on every vacation. In the 
past year Lara began giving presentations 
on bats for various audiences. Currently 
she is completing a six-month long study 
on the status of bats in Illinois. 

 

The following is an excerpt from The Science of Birds, a blog by Nick Minor, a Libertyville High School 
student. We’ve noticed Nick at some of our meetings and birding events because of his outstanding abilities 
identifying birds by sight and sound and his prodigious knowledge about them. We asked him to write a 
piece on how he came to be enthralled by birds for an Audubon Outlook issue. He referred us to… 

So I Decided to Make a Blog 
So I decided to make a blog. I had been thinking about it for a while because of all the people I run 
into who are totally mystified by my lifestyle, and even more mystified about how I find all of these 
birds that they've never heard of. It makes sense too. Getting up at five o'clock almost every 
morning to observe the avian world and then going to bed at nine in the evening must be a pretty 
alien schedule to most teenagers, let alone people in general. Even more alien to them must be my 
passion for birds, and it's something I can't easily explain, but I'll make an attempt at it here. 

Birds are everywhere. To the trained eye or ear, one can find (by chance) all sorts of species in every 
tree one walks by. This makes birds the perfect subjects for the average teenager—or person—to 
study. But then there's the experience of bird-watching. Birds are incredibly beautiful, both in voice  
                (Continued on page 3) 
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It was a great year for the rookery, not only for the visitors, but for the 
herons. Thanks to the Lake County Forest Preserve for supporting the 
heron watch program on Saturdays during nesting season.  The rookery 
was open from 8:00 am to noon and gave the public the opportunity to 
view the herons in their natural habitat while they raised their young.  

This was a record year for the number of visitors—we had over 320 come 
out to view the herons and other water birds. It was also a record year  
for the reproduction of the herons. I counted 86 young compared to  
63 last year. I believe this was due to the platforms and the tree nests 
rebuilt this year. 

All of the visitors who came were amazed at the viewing, not only of the 
herons, but other water and shore birds. A lot of them commented that 
this was their first time seeing a rookery and they were very glad they had 
the opportunity to see the herons and young up close. Because of the 
great turnout this year, the Forest Preserve has agreed to continue the 
program next year. If anyone is interested in volunteering next year, 
please contact the Lake County Audubon Society or the Lake County 
Forest Preserve. We hope this program continues as long as the herons 
keep coming back to the marsh. 

Back in March, I watched the herons return, along with Cormorants.  
I also saw many American Coots and Tree Swallows, and a few pair of 
Hooded Mergansers. After resting for a few days they claim their nest 
sites and defend them against intrusion from other herons. 

The nests are all empty now, as the young have fledged.  Most will still  
be around in marshes, wetlands, and rivers until the end of September  
or early October.  Then they will start their migration south to the Gulf 
States where they will spend the winter until next spring. We look 
forward to their return.  

For more information on the Almond Marsh Rookery, visit our website 
for the brochure detailing Great Blue Heron facts and behaviors, along 
with other birds commonly seen at Almond Marsh. 

 

 

 

 

Almond Marsh Heron Rookery Update  by Jack Nowak 
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Birding Etiquette Revisited 
Birds are on their way back from where they came last spring, and some of them stop and visit us for a short time. This is an excellent 
opportunity to see and study birds we don’t normally find in our area. It is important to remember a few simple universal rules to make  
the birding experience fun for all: 

x Quiet…shhh. When you are out birding, you should limit your talking to a soft minimum, or at least go to the back of the group and 
talk softly to your new best friend. Talking can frighten away the very birds you are trying to see, and it interferes with one of the 
most important tools the leader has for finding them: their songs and calls. 

x Speaking of the leader, try to stay behind the leader. If you are ahead of the leader, you might flush a bird before the leader can find 
the bird and show it to you. 

x When you find a bird, give it space: don’t intrude on its territory and stress it out. If you accidentally flush a bird, stay far behind 
and do not continue flushing the bird. 

x As you are trying to find that special bird, be aware of the people around you and do not move in front of them blocking their view. 
x If the leader is using a spotting scope, take a BRIEF look initially so the entire group can have a chance to see the bird. You can 

always come back again for a second look if the bird remains in one place. 
x If you are birding by car, do not scare the birds by slamming your doors, and do not leave the doors wide open so people cannot 

pass around your car. 

Most birders know these suggestions, but sometimes we forget or we have new people joining the group. 

This article adapted by the Northwest Illinois Audubon Society (NIAS) from the “President’s Column,” Everglade Kite, Newsletter of 
 the Audubon Society of the Everglades and printed with permission of NIAS.  
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Editor’s Note: This is an ideal opportunity to remind subscribers that 
you can do your part to reduce the amount of paper in landfills by 

signing up for the electronic version of the LCAS Audubon Outlook. 
Simply send your e-mail request to Audbirds@aol.com. Your name is 

only for our communication and will not be shared. 

 
 

 

 
  

So I Decided to Make a Blog (continued from page 1) 

and appearance, and are incredibly complicated. To figure out a bird’s behavior, or evolution, or even identity can be an intellectual 
challenge, and depending on the species, a physical one too.  

When you see a bird as strikingly beautiful as a Black-throated Blue Warbler in real life, something you've never heard of or seen before, 
the natural response is to want to learn more. You just made a discovery, and you want to know more. When you do learn more, you 
realize that that individual probably flew hundreds of miles last night (providing that this is in the spring), and if the weather permits, will 
fly hundreds more tonight on its way back to its breeding grounds. Even more amazing is that in this bird's family—the wood-warblers—
there are more than 30 other species that can be just as strikingly beautiful; birds like the Blackburnian Warbler, or the Magnolia Warbler.  

A great man named Neil DeGrasse Tyson once said, “Ignorance is the seduction of science,” which means the simplest explanation that 
most scientists would have for their love of science would be that they love discovering new things. This is exactly what bird-watching is. 
It provides a playing field for endless discovery (since there are always more birds to see, and more to learn about those birds), and I think 
that's pretty epic. 

So this is my blog. The one thing that convinced me to get a blog and start writing was a speech Amber Naslund gave, wherein she spoke 
about the advantages of blogging. I figured that if certain employers, especially those who pay you to think up brand new ideas, like to see 
your ideas on places like blogs, then I might as well cover my bases and start now, after all, I do like to write. It's also a nice perk to be able 
practice my writing skills, and hey, maybe I'll get one of you interested in birds. 

The Science of Birds, a blog by Nick Minor.  Visitawww.scienceofbirds.blogspot.com/ 
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Newspapers are on their way to extinction, and letters 
are sadly retro, but we still find reasons to go through 
plenty of paper, sending nearly 16 million tons of it to 
the landfill each year. Enterprising inventors have come 
up with ways to give print a new lease on life. 
 
All Charged Up.  Sony, the company that brought us 
the Walkman and PlayStation, is working on a 
disruptive new technology: a battery that runs on 
shredded paper. Its “bio battery” relies on cellulase— 
the enzyme termites use to digest your front porch— 
to convert paper into sugar. A second set of chemical 
reactions converts the sugar into electricity. Sony 
initially plans to use the bio battery to power toys, and 
later laptops and cell phones. Newspapers, it seems, 
will still have a future in the digital age, even if it isn't 
quite the future journalists had hoped for.  
 
From Deadline to Finish Line.  Over the years, the 
New Orleans Times-Picayune has employed William 
Faulkner and O. Henry, collected a few Pulitzers, and 
survived the deluge to report on the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina. Now it has a new claim to fame: It 
gives great mileage. Researchers at Tulane University 
have been feeding back issues of the daily to a new 
bacterial strain called TU-103. The bacteria convert 
newsprint into the biofuel butanol, which can be used 
by cars without any engine modifications. 
 
 

In the Future, Shredded Paper Will Solve All Our Problems? 

     

 

Paper Houses.  Filling your attic with bundles of old 
newspapers is called hoarding. Insulating your attic with old 
newspapers is called green building. Constructing an attic 
out of old newspapers mixed with Portland cement is 
called, er, innovating. The material known as “papercrete” 
is made by blending wastepaper with water, cement, and 
clay or other soil to form cinder block-like bricks. 
Proponents say it could be the low-cost green building 
material of the future; skeptics note that Portland cement 
production generates an awful lot of greenhouse gases. Still, 
papercrete blocks made of old newspapers and phone 
books are already being produced by Mason Greenstar in 
Texas, and there are now about 100 papercrete homes in 
the United States.  

Dahska Slater, “Next Big Thing? In the future, shredded paper will 
solve all our problems?,” Sierra, July/August 2012, 
http://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/201207/battery-shredded-paper-
235.aspx. 
Material was reproduced from a Sierra Club website with permission of 
the Sierra Club. 
© 2012 Sierra Club. All Rights Reserved. 

mailto:Audbirds@aol.com
http://scienceofbirds.blogspot.com/2012/04/so-i-decided-to-make-blog.html
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This newsletter was printed using soy-based ink on paper with 100% post-consumer recycled content processed chlorine free. 

National Audubon Society Membership 

New memberships only.  Sorry, not for renewal.  Join or give a gift subscription today at the special 
Introductory rate of just $20…43% off the basic rate 

Make checks payable to “National Audubon Society”.  Dues include $15 for AUDUBON magazine.  Please allow 
4-6 weeks from receipt of payment to receive your first issue of AUDUBON.  The National Audubon Society 
occasionally makes its membership list available to carefully selected organizations whose mailings you might find 
of interest.  To have your name omitted from this list, please check here.  � 
 
 

Mail your check and this form to: 
Lake County Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 332 
Libertyville, Illinois 60048 

 
Chapter Code C9ZG640Z 
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Bird houses will be available at each general meeting of the LCAS. The price is $15. They  
are ideal for bluebirds but hole adapters for wrens are also available for an additional $2. 

Bird Houses Available 
 

 

 
To sign up for a free property consultation offering tailored  
advice on how to get started, visit www.libertyprairie.org,  
email info@libertyprairie.org or call 847.548.5989.  

 

Conservation@Home Eco-Friendly Program 
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