
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

State of the Lakes in Lake County 
 General Meeting: Monday, Nov. 4, 7:30 pm    Libertyville Village Hall, 2nd Floor 

Speaker: Mike Adam 

Senior Biologist Lake County Health Department Lakes Management Unit  

Lake County has an abundance of lakes.  Many 

communities within Lake County are built around 

lakes.  Increased lakeshore development, inadequate 

sewage disposal, polluted storm water runoff, and other 

improper land use practices degrade water quality.   As 

water quality deteriorates, recreational activities such 

as fishing, boating and swimming are impaired, the 

local economy suffers, and the general health of Lake 

County residents is threatened.   
 
Protecting the quality of our lakes is an increasing 

concern.   To assist with this endeavor, the Health 

Department has a Lakes Management Unit (LMU) that 

provides technical expertise essential to the 

management and protection of Lake County lakes. 
  
Mike Adam will speak about the state of the lakes, 

threats to the health of the lakes, and preventive 

measures. 
 
Mike has a Bachelor’s Degree in wildlife ecology 

from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens 

Point.  Mike also has a Master’s Degree in forestry 

from the University of Kentucky.  He has worked on 

various ecological projects in Florida, Kentucky, 

Oregon and Wisconsin.  Mike’s professional interests 

include wildlife management, plant/animal 

associations and avian ecology. 
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To contact us: 

• lakecountyaudubonsociety
@gmail.com 

• 224.206.7379 

 

Articles: 
 

 National Audubon 
Convention 

 Plants for Birds 

 Oak Wilt Disease 

 Oak Woodland 
Recovery and the Red-
headed Woodpecker 

 Prairie Returns to 
Thomas Jefferson 
Middle School 

 Sharing Our Shore – 
Waukegan  

 Oaktober Event  

  

 Activities: 

 Sept. 11, Bird/Nature Walk 
7:30am at Wright Woods FP 

 Sept 28, Bird/Nature Walk 
7:30am at Heron Creek FP 

 Oct 19, Bird/Nature Walk 
7:30am at Fort Sheridan FP 
Oaktober – Global ebird 
Big day 
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Bobcat: Illinois' Native Cat  
General Meeting:  Monday, Oct 7, 7:30 pm    Libertyville Village Hall 2nd Floor 

Speaker: Jennifer Kuroda 

Founder of the Illinois Bobcat Foundation 

Bobcats, named for their short, bobbed tail, are about 

twice the size of a common house cat. They use their 

keen sight and hearing to hunt rabbits, squirrels, small 

rodents and some birds. They are mostly nocturnal, 

reclusive animals that prefer forested or wooded areas. 

Once hunted almost to extinction in the Midwest, bobcats 

have been making a comeback over the past 40 years. 

In this talk, Jennifer will cover every facet of the elusive 

cats, including history, biology, predator perception, 

management and information about the ongoing bobcat 

population study by Dr. Jacques at Western Illinois 

University. 
 
Jennifer Kuroda is the founder of the Illinois Bobcat 

Foundation. She received her B.S. from Rockford 

University and is a life-long Rockford resident. She 

serves as the Board President of the Sinnissippi 

Audubon Society and has been a nature lover since 

she was a young girl. 
 
For more information see: www.illinoisbobcat.org 

    For up-to-date listings, go to 
 
www.lakecountyaudubon.org 

 

Or scan the QR code below 

We usually think of cities as the domain of humans—

but we are just one of thousands of species that call the 

urban landscape home. City Creatures: Animal 

Encounters in the Chicago Wilderness introduces 

readers to an astonishing diversity of urban wildlife 

with a unique and accessible mix of essays, poetry, 

paintings, and photographs.  
 
Dr. Gavin Van Horn, the Director of Cultures of 

Conservation for the Center for Humans and Nature, 

will discuss how urban wildlife can further connect us 

to place and the importance of restorying Chicagoland 

from our backyards to the bioregion. 
  

Restoring and Re-storying the Urban Wild  

General Meeting: Monday, Dec 2, 7:30 pm    Libertyville Village Hall, 2nd Floor 

Speaker: Gavin Van Horn 

Director of Cultures of Conservation at the Center for Humans and Nature 

He is the co-editor of City Creatures: Animal 

Encounters in the Chicago Wilderness (University of 

Chicago Press, 2015); and Wildness: Relations of 

People and Place (University of Chicago Press, 2017). 
 
Gavin edits, curates, and writes for the City Creatures 

Blog and has published in Orion, Emergence, Undark, 

Belt Magazine, Red Savina Review, and Zoomorphic, 

among others. His most recent book is The Way of 

Coyote: Shared Journeys in the Urban Wilds 

(University of Chicago Press, 2018).  

Please be prompt at all meetings. The outside door will be locked by 7:45 for safety reasons. 

mailto:lakecountyaudubonsociety@gmail.com
mailto:lakecountyaudubonsociety@gmail.com
http://www.lakecountyaudubon.org/
http://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/C/bo21163170.html
http://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/C/bo21163170.html
http://www.humansandnature.org/gavin-van-horn
http://www.humansandnature.org/gavin-van-horn
http://www.humansandnature.org/
http://www.humansandnature.org/blog/
http://www.humansandnature.org/blog/
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National Audubon Convention         by Emma England 

The National Audubon Convention is a biennial event designed to bring together Audubon’s vast network of chapter, state and national leaders across 

all 4 flyways. More than 600 attendees flocked to Milwaukee at the end of July. This was my first Audubon Convention and I was impressed with the 

diversity of the attendees. There were a large number of young people, many of whom were involved in Audubon’s Campus Chapter Program. 
 
I participated in 2 of the Great Lakes sessions. In the first, I was part of a panel discussion on advocacy and shared our experiences of working with the 

City of Waukegan on a proclamation and the Sharing Our Shore-Waukegan Beach Stewardship Program. In the second session, I co-presented with 

Audubon Great Lakes’ Director of Policy and gave a presentation on Sharing Our Shore-Waukegan. There was much interest and praise for our beach 

stewardship program including from Kenn Kaufman who was in the audience and told me that he admired our work! Dunes Calumet Audubon was 

inspired by our program and would like us to help them set up their own beach stewardship program on the Indiana beaches. 
 
All of the sessions that I attended were well run and incredibly inspiring. It was great to interact with many chapter leaders from all over the US and 

very interesting to learn about other bird conservation initiatives in the Great Lakes Region - such as Audubon Great Lakes’ Secretive Marsh Bird 

Monitoring Program. Climate change was a focus for several of the sessions and in October National Audubon will be releasing version 2.0 of its 2014 

climate change report which will include updated predictions for the effect of climate change on birds. I attended an excellent presentation by Terry 

Root, Senior Fellow, Emerita at the Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment and National Audubon Board Member which was both terrifying 

and inspiring. Climate change will be a theme that will run through our Lake County Audubon Society programs for 2019-2020. 
 
From the many highlights of the Convention, the best thing for me was gaining recognition from National Audubon for the Sharing Our Shore-

Waukegan program. In David Yarnold’s Keynote speech, 3 photos from Sharing Our Shore-Waukegan were featured in the video highlighting 

Audubon’s work. Then in the Upper Mississippi Flyway meeting, I was presented with the William Dutcher Award for our work with the City of 

Waukegan on the Year of the Bird Proclamation and Sharing Our Shore program. I was nominated by Troy Peters, Engagement Management, 

Audubon Great Lakes. It was a big shock when they read my name and there were tears of joy as I accepted the award which is a beautiful framed print 

of a Great Egret. One of our goals was to raise the profile of the Lake County Audubon Society and so for us to gain recognition at such a high level is 

just terrific. 
 
On the final day of the Convention there were optional field trips. I went on the one to the International Crane Foundation and Horicon Marsh. I got to 

see lifer Black Terns and 3 wild Whooping Cranes which are just spectacular birds. A wonderful way to end a very enjoyable few days at the Audubon 

Convention. The next Convention will be in Tacoma, Washington in 2021. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Plants for Birds        The Adler Center Exhibition Series, April 2020 
 

Artists have long had a fascination — and deep respect — for the planet on which we exist. The Adler Center’s April exhibition will highlight the 

Audubon’s “Plants for Birds” project and complement The Adler Center’s Earth Day events throughout the month.  The show will feature a select 

collective of artists who are either affiliated with the Lake County Audubon Society or the Nature Photography group from the Chicago Botanic 

Gardens. 
 
With a mission of education, conservation and restoration of natural ecosystems, focusing on birds and other wildlife and their habitats, the Lake 

County Audubon Society has partnered with the David Adler Music & Arts Center to restore the historic property’s landscape and create a birdscaping 

project.  Highlighting the “Plants for Birds” project through a variety of mixed media, Artists' works in this show will explore humans’ relations to 

nature. 
 
Call for Artists!  If interested, please reply to  Beth McKenna  beth@adlercenter.org by November 1.  Please include artist info, description of their 

work/jpg images.   Participating artists will be asked to contribute a $25 exhibition fee. 

 
 
 

 Oak Wilt Disease           By Don Wilson 
 

Recently I noticed a number of oak trees where the leaves had turned brown and may have fallen. I was concerned that these oaks were dying.  In Doug 

Tallamy’s book “Bringing Nature Home” he emphasizes that oaks are hosts to hundreds of caterpillar and insect species.  This makes oaks an important 

food source for birds, their young, and other animals.  A little research on diseases of oak trees showed there are a number of diseases that attack oaks.  

Fortunately they don’t all kill the tree.  One disease that will kill an oak is oak wilt disease. 
 
Oak wilt is a fungus that strikes and kills thousands of oak trees in the Midwest. The fungus invades areas inside the tree where water moves and blocks 

the water's path through the tree. As water movement inside the tree slows, the leaves wilt and drop off the tree.  It is difficult to control once the disease 

takes hold.  Red oaks and black oaks are particularly vulnerable to oak wilt.  White oaks are less susceptible. 
 
The first symptoms of oak wilt are branches with wilted leaves dropping from the top of the tree in summer.  These leaves are partially green to bronze-

green and are not completely dry.  These are not the brown, dry leaves you see in autumn.  
 
Most oak wilt moves from diseased trees to healthy trees through roots that have become interconnected (root grafts).  Oak wilt can also spread above 

ground by sap-feeding beetles that have fed on infected oaks. 
 
Oak wilt can be prevented by refraining from pruning, cutting, or otherwise wounding oaks from April to October.  Do not prune if temperatures are 

above 50 degrees.  If you must prune when temperatures are above 50 degrees or between April and October, cover the wound surface with tree wound 

paint immediately. Tree wound paint can actually slow the natural closing of the wound, so limit the use of wound paint to the situation described 

above.  Control below-ground spread by severing the root system between an infected tree and healthy trees.  Trees that have died from oak wilt can still 

have the fungal mats under the bark.  So if this wood is moved, the fungal mats are also moved and the disease may spread into new areas. 

Do not transport diseased wood for firewood.  If storing diseased wood for personal firewood use nearby, seal the entire pile with 4 ml plastic. 
 
Trees that die of oak wilt can still spread the disease for approximately a year after they die. It is important to know the signs and have a certified 

arborist or local forest health specialist help manage and contain the spread of oak wilt. 
 
(Information sources:  Wisconsin, Illinois, and Michigan DNR and US Forest Service.  Additional information on oak tree diseases is available in the US Forest Service 

publication “Recognize Common Diseases of Oaks in the Midwest” which is available on line)   

 

 
 

mailto:beth@adlercenter.org
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Sharing Our Shore – Waukegan        by Emma England 
 

The Sharing Our Shore-Waukegan program came to a close for 2019 at the end of July. Lake County Audubon Society 

would like to say a huge thank you to all our wonderful volunteers who have contributed so much time and made this 

program a success. There were many highlights from our 3 months including the large attendance at the Kick-off Event 

with Mayor Cunningham, and an event with the Cool Learning Experience where students learned all about the Piping 

Plover. They decorated hard boiled eggs and made a nest scrape in the gravel parking lot at the beach. It has been great 

interacting with the public and educating them about the special habitat at Waukegan Beach.  Reports are being written 

on the bird monitoring and public outreach parts of the program. Our volunteers have generated a large amount of 

valuable data. Sharing Our Shore-Waukegan Bird Monitors sighted 167 species from May-July. We are in the process of formulating plans to expand the 

program to make it bigger and better for 2020. 
 
 

 

 

Oak Woodland Recovery and the Red-headed Woodpecker    Bird Conservation Network 

      

The Red-headed Woodpecker is a charismatic bird species that is uncommon and declining throughout much of its range due to habitat loss. Bird 

Conservation Network identifies the Red-headed Woodpecker as a Level 1 species in the Chicago region, representing a bird that has high regional 

threats and is experiencing large declines in numbers.  

Adult Red-headed Woodpeckers have a snow-white body, bright crimson head, and black back with bold white wing patches. This striking pattern gives 

them the nickname “flying checkerboards.” Unlike most woodpeckers, they sally out to catch insects in midair, search for food on the open ground, and 

hide acorns and nuts in tree crevices or under bark for later. Red-headed Woodpeckers nest in cavities in large trees, typically standing dead trees (also 

known as snags) or dead limbs. 

Research on the habitat used by Red-headed Woodpeckers indicates that they prefer oak woodland, particularly oak savannas, which feature scattered 

large trees with patches where sunlight reaches the ground. A Red-headed Woodpecker Blitz conducted in the Chicago area in 2012 and 2013 also found 

that the woodpeckers regularly nest in floodplain forest, where they frequently use eastern cottonwood trees.  

In both savannas and flooded woodlands, large snags are especially important to provide places for Red-headed Woodpeckers to nest in the summer and 

to cache food year-round. Adjacent clearings and an open understory also are important to provide opportunities to forage for food. 

Landowners can provide habitat to help Red-headed Woodpeckers by maintaining healthy oak woodland, establishing savanna conditions, retaining 

clusters of old dead trees where possible (including in floodplain forest or wet areas), and removing weedy or invasive shrubs and plants from the 

understory. 

If you see Red-headed Woodpeckers on your property, especially if they are nesting, report your sightings to the online birding database eBird 

(www.eBird.org) or to Bird Conservation Network at bcnsurvey@gmail.com. This will help us continue to gauge how this unique and iconic species is 

doing in the Chicago region! 

Bird Conservation Network (BCN) has been promoting bird conservation and preserving and restoring bird habitat in the Chicago region for more than 

15 years. BCN is a coalition of 21 organizations, including bird clubs, Audubon chapters, and conservation groups sharing an interest in the conservation 

of birds and their habitats. We are active in many ways that both directly and indirectly impact birds including bird monitoring, public advocacy, 

informing government, producing info papers, promoting restoration, reducing bird threats, and more. 

For more information, visit our website at www.bcnbirds.org. 

 

 

Prairie Returns to Thomas Jefferson Middle School     by Glen Moss 

Two years ago Lake County Audubon proposed a project to add birdscaping to Thomas Jefferson Middle School in Waukegan.  A small area was staked 

out along Lewis Avenue and plugs were put in.  The first year the plants were mistakenly cut off, but survived.  This spring the prairie site was increased 

by three times the area and through grants small plants plus seed were put in.  A border fence was added by the school to protect from lawnmowers.  An 

enthusiastic principal, Molly Schaefer, promoted the project and it will become part of the tools for science curriculum.  As the seed propagates it will fill 

in and soon the prairie will be self-sustaining.  Students did all the planting and this hands-on learning was followed up by in-class lessons.  This type of 

project instills early conservation thinking in children that can last their whole life. 

 
Oaktober Event           by Paul Geiselhart 

Lake County Audubon Society, in partnership with the David Adler Music & Arts Center, will continue to support the Chicago Region Trees Initiative 

by sponsoring an Oaktober Event. The event will be on Sunday, October 20th, from 1-2:30 p.m. It will be held at the Center, 1700 N. Milwaukee 

Avenue in Libertyville, and will feature two speakers and a short arborist-guided tree walk in the property’s woods.  
 
Lydia Scott, Director, Chicago Region Trees Initiative at the Morton Arboretum, will talk about Oak Tree Health, the importance of oak trees to the 

environment and to specific ecosystems. The talk will include an update on the oak tree diseases that are now present in and threatening the oaks of Lake 

County, how people can identify the diseases, and what can be done about them.  
 
Lydia’s work focuses on increasing urban forest health in order to improve the quality of life of people who live in urban and suburban landscapes. 

 

Arborist Steve Lane will talk about the importance of fall tree care including when to trim trees and how that is done. Steve Lane works for Graf Tree 

Care and is an Urban Forestry Consultant and Ecologist who is currently the acting President of the Illinois Arborist Association (IAA). Steve is also the 

Chairman of the IAA’s Advanced Training Qualification Program, and also teaches classes for the program. 
  
Steve holds a double major in Ecology and Geography from the University of Oregon, and a GIS Certification from Elmhurst College. He is also active 

in the Illinois Parks and Recreation Association, where he teaches GIS classes for beginners.  
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Name:  
Address:  
City:  IL 

Zip:  Phone: 

Email:  
Renewing Member, Please Check Here    

 
 

We have achieved 501(c)(3) status. What do these sometimes mysterious numbers mean? 

This status means that we are not only an Illinois non-profit, as we have been, but have 

received the designation that will enable donors to deduct the value of gifts and property to 

the Lake County Audubon Society on their Federal Income Tax forms. We are “also 

qualified to receive tax deductible bequests, devises, transfers or gifts under Section 2055, 

2106, or 2522.” Note: Your donation will be used fully towards our mission; our society is 

all volunteers, there are no administration fees taken out. To enhance the ease of donating 

online, LCAS has a PayPal account linked to our website.  www.lakecountyaudubon.org 

 

 

Non-Profit 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Libertyville, IL 

Permit No. 1 

ZIP Code 60048 

National Audubon Society 

Lake County 

Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 332 

Libertyville, IL 60048 

DATED MATERIAL!! 

 
Please do not take the “or Current Resident” on the 

address label personally.  It is done to conform to 

current mass mailing requirements and avoid 

expensive mail returns due to old addresses. 

 

This newsletter was printed using soy-based ink on paper with 100% post-consumer recycled content processed chlorine free. 

National Audubon Society Membership 

Join or give a gift subscription today at the special rate of just $20 

Make checks payable to “Lake County Audubon Society”.  Dues include NATIONAL AUDUBON 

magazine.  Allow 4-6 weeks from receipt of payment to receive your first issue of AUDUBON.  The National 

Audubon Society occasionally makes its membership list available to carefully selected organizations whose 

mailings you might find of interest.  To have your name omitted from this list, please check here.   

Mail your check and this form to: 

Lake County Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 332 

Libertyville, IL  60048 

 

Chapter Code G64 
 

 

Lake County  
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lakecountyaudubonsociety@gmail.com 
224.206.7379  
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Lake County Audubon Society Non-Profit Status 

If you know of any individual, organization, or corporation that would like to help support the publication of 
future newsletters, please contact lakecountyaudubonsociety@gmail.com LCAS is a 501(c)(3) organization 
and all donations are tax deductible 
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