
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Gulls and Terns of the Lake County Area 
 General Meeting: Monday, Nov. 5, 7:30 pm    Libertyville Village Hall, 2nd Floor 

Speaker: Adam Sell 

Board Member of the Illinois Ornithological Society 

Gulls are often avoided or ignored by birders due 

to their perceived difficulty in identification.  This 

presentation will review the regularly occurring 

gulls in the area and help take away some of the 

mystery in their identification.  It's a favorite 

family of the presenter, and he can't wait to show 

how gulls are actually exciting!  Yes.  Exciting! 
 
Adam doesn't remember a time when a pair of 

binoculars wasn't around his neck.  He was 

mentored by his father and other local birders in 

north Texas, and later by the incredible birding 

community of the Chicagoland area.  He is 

currently on the board of the Illinois Ornithological 

Society, and a member of the Illinois 

Ornithological Records Committee. He is a 

passionate hawk watcher, and is the lead counter 

and data compiler for the Fort Sheridan Hawkwatch 

in Lake Forest, Illinois. A middle school educator, 

Adam is a natural teacher who loves spending his 

summers guiding. When not birding, Adam enjoys 

the study of all other aspects of nature, fly fishing, 

and relaxing in the outdoors with his wife, Tiffany. 
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Grassland and Marsh Bird Conservation  
General Meeting:  Monday, Oct 1, 7:30 pm    Libertyville Village Hall 2nd Floor 

Speaker: Nat Miller 
National Audubon Director of Conservation for Great Lakes and Upper Mississippi Flyway 

Wetland birds of the Calumet region have faced 

precipitous declines over the past 30 years. 

The conversion of rich marsh to open-water ponds or 

mono-cultures of invasive species has put secretive 

marsh species like Common Gallinule, Least Bittern 

and King Rail on the fast-track to extirpation. 

However, new and intensive monitoring and wetland 

restoration is setting the stage for an amazing 

comeback story. While the dramatic decline of 

Midwest grassland bird populations has slowed in 

recent years, many species such as Bobolink continue 

on a downward trajectory and face new complex 

threats such as climate change and the conversion of 

hay to row crop. 

Audubon is working with seven counties in the 

Chicago Metropolitan Region to stabilize and 

increase grassland bird populations in a coordinated 

effort at the landscape scale.   
 
Nat Miller is the Great Lakes and Upper 

Mississippi Flyway Director of Conservation for 

National Audubon Society. Nat holds a Master's 

degree in International Environmental Policy and 

spent nearly a decade in protected area 

management and policy development in Central 

America and the Caribbean before joining 

Audubon in 2014.  Nat now leads the regional 

conservation programs and projects for Audubon. 

 

 

 

 

    For up-to-date listings, go to 
 
www.lakecountyaudubon.org 

 
Or scan the QR code below 

Status and Conservation of Lake County’s Reptiles and Amphibians 
General Meeting: Monday, Dec 3, 7:30 pm    Libertyville Village Hall, 2nd Floor 

Speaker: Gary Glowacki 

Wildlife Ecologist with Lake County Forest Preserve District 

Lake County is home to a diverse mix of 

reptiles and amphibians with 34 frogs, toads, 

salamanders, turtles and snakes species known 

to have inhabited the area.  This presentation 

will go over the distinguishing characteristics, 

natural history and status of each species and 

what the Lake County Forest Preserve District 

is doing to conserve these often overlooked 

and misunderstood creatures. 
 
Gary Glowacki is a wildlife ecologist with the 

Lake County Forest Preserve District where he 

oversees wildlife management, monitoring, 

and conservation programs across over 30,000 

acres of forest preserve land. 

Gary earned a B.S. in Biology from Valparaiso 

University and a M.S. in Biology from Purdue 

University.  His research interests include the 

long-term monitoring, population modeling and 

the conservation of rare, threated and endangered 

species, with a special emphasis on amphibians 

and reptiles. Gary also sits on the Illinois 

Amphibian/Reptile Endangered Species 

Technical Advisory Committee, Blanding’s 

Turtle and Eastern Massasauga Recovery Teams, 

Midwest Partners in Amphibian and Reptile 

Conservation advisory board, and is co-chair of 

the Chicago Wilderness Wildlife Committee.   

 

We would like to thank the Village of Libertyville for the continued use of the 

Village Hall for our monthly General Meetings. 

mailto:lakecountyaudubonsociety@gmail.com
mailto:lakecountyaudubonsociety@gmail.com
http://www.lakecountyaudubon.org/
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Plastic Straws – A Growing Problem                         Adapted from an article by Joan Sayre  
 
You are probably aware of the increasing concerns about plastic straws as well as the actions that are being taken to reduce their use. Nationally, various 

communities and businesses are reducing or eliminating their use. Local restaurants and institutions are following suit.  
 
Why such a huge concern? Plastic straws harm our oceans and sea life. Each year, 1 million seabirds and 100,000 marine animals die from ingesting 

plastic. 
  
Plastic straws are NOT biodegradable. Plastic “photo degrades” into smaller and smaller pieces that get ingested by marine and land animals and 

introduced into our food chain. Plastic is found in breast milk and is stored in fat. Plastic stored in the body can cause cancers, birth defects, immune 

system problems, and childhood developmental issues.  
  
Plastic straws are not easily recycled and are a growing problem. They are found on beaches all over the world, as close as Lake Michigan’s beaches in 

Waukegan 
  
According to some estimates, Americans use 500 million plastic straws every day….enough to circle the globe 2.5 times or enough to fill Yankee Stadium 

9 times a year! 
  
As for the USA, while we are 5% of the world’s population, we consume 30% of the world’s resources and create 30% of the world’s waste.  
 
DON’T NEED A STRAW? DON’T ASK FOR ONE. 

GO GREEN AND SKIP THE STRAW. 
 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 
  

Endangered Birds Nesting at Waukegan Beach       by Emma England 
 
In June 2018 two species of endangered birds nested at Waukegan Beach. These birds were the Common Tern (Sterna Hirundo) and Piping Plover 

(Charadrius melodus). 
 
The Common Tern is a frequent migrant state-wide and a rare summer resident on Lake Michigan. These birds nest in colonies and are endangered in 

the state of Illinois. The low population of the Common Tern has further declined due to disturbance of nesting colonies by humans, predators, and 

gulls. The only known place in Illinois they attempted to nest in 2017 was the dunal area of Waukegan Municipal Beach. Last year IDNR biologists 

and volunteers worked with the City of Waukegan to protect this critical habitat by roping off the nesting area to protect it from human activity that 

can destroy nests and disturb this vulnerable bird population. Sadly, a skunk depredated the nests. Lake County Audubon Society board member, 

Emma England, helped the IDNR to monitor the terns and document their activity with observations and photographs last year and in 2018 when the 

Common Terns nested in the dunal area again. This year the IDNR attempted to protect the nests from predators by installing an electric fence around 

the nesting area. This worked for several weeks, but again the skunks prevailed, and the nests were depredated once again. 
 
The Piping Plover is federally endangered in the Great Lakes region and threatened on the Atlantic Coast and Northern Great Plains. Due to habitat 

loss, nest predation, and human disturbance, the Great Lakes population of the Piping Plover has been at a perilously low level, but intensive 

conservation efforts have seen the number of breeding pairs steadily climb from a low of 12 in 1983.  Piping Plovers usually nest on wide, flat, open, 

sandy beaches with very little vegetation. The female lays four eggs in its small, shallow nest lined with pebbles or broken shells. Both parents care for 

the eggs and chicks. When the chicks hatch, they are able to run about and feed themselves within hours. The Piping Plover is a migratory shorebird 

and in the fall, the birds migrate south and winter along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico and other southern locations. 
  
In June 2018, a pair of Piping Plovers nested in the gravel lot to the west of the main parking lot at Waukegan Beach. IDNR Biologist, Brad Semel 

worked with the USFWS to determine what protection to put in place for these endangered birds. A wire cage enclosure was placed over the nest to 

protect the eggs from predation and the area was roped off. The timing of the nesting was unfortunate due to the large festival that was planned at 

Waukegan for June 30th when the gravel lot was to be used as overflow parking. The USFWS decided that the eggs must be salvaged as there was a 

very low chance of success with the location of the nest. The salvaged eggs were taken to the Great Lakes Piping Plover Research Center in Michigan 

where they would be incubated. Emma England photographed the egg salvage for the IDNR. She said it was one of the hardest things she had ever had 

to do because of the distress of the female bird, but she was honored to be part of the conservation efforts of this beautiful shorebird.  On July 10th the 

center reported the wonderful news that 3 little piping fluffballs had hatched. They will be reared at the center until they can fly and then will be 

released into the wild when they are 35 days old. 
 
The City of Waukegan has been very supportive of efforts to protect the endangered nesting birds. Lake County Audubon Society plans to work with 

partner organizations such as the Waukegan Harbor Citizens Advisory Group, IDNR, and Audubon Great Lakes who are invested in protecting the 

important habitat at the Waukegan lakefront. 

 
           

 
 
 

GO Lake County           by Diane Rosenberg 
 
On June 15th, a hot Saturday morning, Lake County Audubon led the Go Gurnee Walking Club on a nature walk at Sedge Meadow. The walk was an 

experiment to explore the possibility of a joint Gurnee Park District-Audubon partnership. The Go Gurnee Club members are committed and 

enthusiastic walkers who enjoyed the additional benefits gained from walking outdoors and paying attention to nature. Fifteen people participated in 

the Sedge Meadow experiment and, based on the enthusiastic response, another nature walk will likely be scheduled for late fall. Please check the 

Gurnee Park District and LCAS websites for upcoming dates and information. 

New Changes to LCAS 
 
We would like to welcome Emma England as our new President of Lake County Audubon Society. Emma takes on the responsibilities of 

our former long-term President, Chris Geiselhart, who has done a fantastic job in the 20+ years she has served.  Chris, thankfully, will not 

be leaving us, she will still be an intricate part of LCAS.  
 
Note:  Lake County Audubon Society has a new E-mail address. lakecountyaudubonsociety@gmail.com  and phone number 224-206-7379 

Our Website is still the same at lakecountyaudubon.org 
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AmazonSmile by Chris Geiselhart 
 

In our quest to raise funds for local environmental projects, LCAS board members have decided to invite Audubon friends to participate in a program 

called AmazonSmile.  
 
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The difference is that when you 

shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organization of your 

choice.  
 
Here is a link to FAQ's on AmazonSmile: https://smile.amazon.com/  
 
You can help Lake County Audubon Society by choosing us as your organization to donate to. Please consider participating. Thank you! 

  

 

Calendar Donation 
 
At this time of year many of us receive several calendars from different environmental and conservation organizations. We are requesting that you 

donate any unwanted calendars to us. We will pass these onto Susie Schreiber who is the Chair of the Waukegan Harbor Citizens Advisory Group. 

Susie will give out the calendars to school children in the Waukegan area so that they can enjoy the beautiful nature photographs in these calendars. 

Just bring your calendars to us at one of our general meetings. Thanks in advance for helping with this initiative. 

 

Almond Marsh Update          by Jack Nowak 
 
Like clockwork the Great Blue Herons started returning again this year in the second week of March. However, the Double-crested Cormorants started 

returning earlier, competing with the Great Blue Herons for nesting platforms. Since we lose more and more trees to the weather each year the 

cormorants are more determined to steal the heron nests. This year there were only 7 heron nests that produced young, down from 13 nests last year. 

The herons that fledged this year were the lowest count ever for the rookery. There were only a total of 24 young that fledged. This is the first year the 

cormorants have been nesting on the top platforms of the tripods that were built for the herons. On a good note, there have been more sightings this 

year of juvenile Black-crowned Night Herons, which are endangered in Illinois. We hope they are nesting on the island in which case we could work 

along with the Forest Preserve to create better nesting habitat for them. The Forest Preserve has been very supportive of our endeavors at the marsh 

over the years and we thank them for the opportunity of partnering with them for this great educational site. I would also like to thank all the volunteers 

who donate their time on Saturday mornings, during nesting season, to keep the gate open for visitors to come to view the marsh birds in their habitat. 

The marsh would not be open without them. This season we had close to 400 visitors come out to visit. 

 

 
The Indiana Dunes Birding Festival        by Emma England 
 
The Indiana Dunes Birding Festival (IDBF) is an annual event hosted by the Indiana Audubon Society that showcases the abundance of migratory birds 

in the Indiana Dunes. 
 
In May 2018 I had my second visit to the IDBF and I enjoyed it even more than my first in 2017. I saw the most spectacular birds in the Indiana Dunes 

State Park including a pair of Prothonotary Warblers, a beautiful male Summer Tanager and a Red-shouldered Hawk with 3 cute hawklets in a nest. 

The festival had a large variety of programs at the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore Visitor's Center and many bird walks each day of the 4-day event.  

The Lake Milton Raptor Center had a program each day where they brought in some of their birds including an Osprey and a Golden Eagle which was 

so stunning that it took my breath away. On the final day they brought along all their owls. They had a Eurasian Eagle Owl. I saw it last year when they 

brought it to the festival and it was only 8 weeks old. It was huge then and now is just enormous with these incredible orange eyes. 
  
The highlight of the festival bird sightings was a White-tailed Kite. The usual range for this bird is Florida and southern Texas. No one knew what it 

was doing in Indiana and it was an extremely rare sighting. This bird was so beautiful and it stayed around for the whole festival, treating people to 

amazing views of it hunting. I met a guy who had driven three and a half hours to see it after reading the report on eBird! 
 
There were fun events each evening too including Birds and Brews, the annual Bird Calling Competition, and the Keynote Dinner where the speaker 

was Greg Miller whose Big Year accomplishment inspired filmmakers to make the movie “The Big Year”. 
 
I met such awesome, like-minded people and I can’t wait to go back again next year. 
 
Watch this space for exciting news about a Lake County Audubon Society field trip to the IDBF in 2019 and a program on birding the Indiana Dunes 

by Indiana Audubon Executive Director and festival chair Brad Bumgardner.  

 

Year of the Bird Proclamations 
 
On August 6th Mayor Cunningham and the City Council of Waukegan passed a Year of the Bird Proclamation presented to Emma England, president of 

the Lake County Audubon Society.  Waukegan is the first city in Illinois to do so. The second city to do so is Libertyville, when on August 14th, Terry 

Weppler, Mayor of Libertyville, proclaimed 2018 to be the Year of the Bird. These proclamations honor the 100th anniversary of the Migratory Bird 

Treaty Act. 
 
The passing of these proclamations will help to increase public awareness of the need to protect bird species and their habitat. The special habitat of the 

Waukegan lakefront is a birding hotspot in Lake County that attracts many local and out of state birders.  
 
For the last two years Emma England has helped to monitor the endangered birds nesting at Waukegan Beach. Lake County Audubon Society would 

like to thank the City of Waukegan for its terrific support in helping to protect the Common Tern and Piping Plover. 
 
Lake County Audubon Society is excited to work with the City of Waukegan to help protect the birds and rare plants of the remarkable dunes 

ecosystem and to enhance the Waukegan lakefront area for birds, birders and beach goers, and also to work with the Village of Libertyville to enhance 

the migratory and resident bird habitat in the Libertyville area through our birdscaping programs. 
 
Special thanks to Lake County Audubon board for all their support with the proclamation submissions, in particular Diane Rosenberg, Glen Moss, and 

Emma England who worked hard to facilitate the submission process. 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_aas_redirect?ie=UTF8&%2AVersion%2A=1&%2Aentries%2A=0
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Name:  
Address:  
City:  IL 

Zip:  Phone: 

Email:  
Renewing Member, Please Check Here    

 
 

We have achieved 501(c)(3) status. What do these sometimes mysterious numbers mean? 

This status means that we are not only an Illinois non-profit, as we have been, but have 

received the designation that will enable donors to deduct the value of gifts and property to 

the Lake County Audubon Society on their Federal Income Tax forms. We are “also 

qualified to receive tax deductible bequests, devises, transfers or gifts under Section 2055, 

2106, or 2522.” Note: Your donation will be used fully towards our mission; our society is 

all volunteers, there are no administration fees taken out. To enhance the ease of donating 

online, LCAS has a PayPal account linked to our website.  www.lakecountyaudubon.org 

 

 

Non-Profit 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Libertyville, IL 

Permit No. 1 
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National Audubon Society 

Lake County 

Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 332 

Libertyville, IL 60048 

DATED MATERIAL!! 

 
Please do not take the “or Current Resident” on the 

address label personally.  It is done to conform to 

current mass mailing requirements and avoid 

expensive mail returns due to old addresses. 

 

This newsletter was printed using soy-based ink on paper with 100% post-consumer recycled content processed chlorine free. 

National Audubon Society Membership 

Join or give a gift subscription today at the special rate of just $20 

Make checks payable to “Lake County Audubon Society”.  Dues include NATIONAL AUDUBON 

magazine.  Allow 4-6 weeks from receipt of payment to receive your first issue of AUDUBON.  The National 

Audubon Society occasionally makes its membership list available to carefully selected organizations whose 

mailings you might find of interest.  To have your name omitted from this list, please check here.   

Mail your check and this form to: 

Lake County Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 332 

Libertyville, IL  60048 
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Lake County Audubon Society Non-Profit Status 

If you know of any individual, organization, or corporation that would like to help support the publication of 
future newsletters, please contact lakecountyaudubonsociety@gmail.com LCAS is a 501(c)(3) organization 
and all donations are tax deductible 
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