
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Safer Passages for Migratory Birds 

General Meeting: Monday, Dec. 7, 7:30 PM    Libertyville Village Hall, 2nd Floor  

Speaker: Annette Prince 

Director of Chicago Bird Collision Monitors 
 

Chimney Swift Towers 
General Meeting: Monday, Nov 2, 7:30 PM    Libertyville Village Hall, 2nd Floor  

Speaker: Rich and Marion Miller 

Kane County Audubon 

Explore Kane County Audubon’s Chimney 

Swift Tower Project completed in the 

spring of 2014. Learn about Chimney 

Swifts and their conservation needs, the 

genesis of the tower project, and how a 

community working together made the 

project a reality in Illinois.  

Tower cost, placements, construction, 

maintenance, and monitoring protocols 

will be presented.  Tower successes, 

pitfalls and lessons learned will be shared, 

along with the influence this project has 

had on others. 

 

Audubon Outlook 
Newsletter of the Lake County Audubon Society (LCAS) 

 

To contact us: 

• audbirds@aol.com 

• 847.362.5134 

 

Articles: 
 

 LCAS First Benefit 

 Audubon Adventures 

 Water 

 Almond Marsh 
Rookery Update 

 LCAS Photo Contest 

 LCAS Non-Profit 
Status – see back page 

 Activities: 
 

 Sept 27,   2:00 – 5:00 pm 

LCAS First Benefit at 

O’Toole’s in Libertyville 

– see page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 
. 

Volunteers recover thousands of dead 

and injured birds from over 160 

different species each spring and 

fall.  The project raises awareness, 

educates, and advocates for bird safety 

measures.  Learn about efforts and 

methods to protect migratory species 

from the hazards of lights and glass at 

our homes and in our communities. 
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Hydroponics – Gardening Without Soil 
General Meeting:  Monday, Oct 5, 7:30 PM    Libertyville Village Hall 2nd Floor 

Speaker: Jerry Gudauskas 

Certified Master Gardener  

No soil available? Limited water? Limited 

space? Learn the art of hydroponics, soilless 

gardening.  Jerry Gudauskas, hydroponic 

certified Master Gardener from McHenry 

will discuss the building, maintenance, and 

advantages of hydroponic gardening.  He 

will cover basic set up, measuring ion 

concentrations, media to use for growing, 

types of systems that can be used, and how to 

increase the growing season. 

Jerry has knowledge from 18 years of 

certification that includes master food 

preserver and membership in the Seed 

Saver Exchange. Jerry grew up downstate. 

His dad was a coal miner and his family 

subsisted off their 7 acres of land.  Jerry 

gained more early agricultural experience 

working on his uncle’s farms.  His latest 

outdoor interests include bee keeping, 

growing plants for butterflies, and 

attracting nesting birds.  

 

    For up-to-date listings, go to 
 
www.lakecountyaudubon.org 

 
Or scan the QR code below 

It is estimated that more than a billion 

migratory birds die in North America each 

year from collisions with buildings. From 

residential structures to high-rise 

buildings, collision deaths are ranked as 

the second greatest threat to bird 

populations after habitat loss.  

Chicago Bird Collision Monitors (CBCM) 

is a conservation project working since 

2003 to address the problems that lights 

and building designs pose to birds that 

pass through urban areas. 

Chicago Bird Collision Monitors (CBCM) 

is a conservation project working since 

2003 to address the problems that lights 

and building designs pose to birds that 

http://www.lakecountyaudubon.org/


 
2

2

LAKE COUNTY AUDUBON SOCIETY CONDUCTS FIRST BENEFIT 
 

On Sunday, September 27, Lake County Audubon Society (LCAS) will conduct its first benefit. It will feature 

Barrelhouse Chuck, award-winning Chicago Blues Player, and his blues band. The engaging performer will be 

joined by The Great E.G. McDaniel on bass, Harmonica Todd, and Thaddeus Krolicki on guitar. It will run 

from 2-5 pm in O’Toole’s Upstairs Lounge, 412 N. Milwaukee Avenue, Libertyville.  
 
Chuck, who lives in Libertyville, specializes in a specific type of piano blues known as “barrelhouse,” 

described as “wild, improvised piano, with an accented two-beat rhythm.” He has recorded over a dozen 

albums, has been nominated for several Blues Music Awards, and has a full performance schedule in Chicago 

and around the U.S. as well as internationally. He recently returned from a very successful performance trip to 

Finland, one of several Scandinavian countries where he is a popular performer.  
 

Tickets will cost $10 each at the door. There will be door prizes donated by local business supporters, and food and beverages will be 

available at the cash bar.  
 
The purpose of the fundraiser is to support Audubon’s various activities, which include monthly programs open to the public; providing 

classroom subscriptions of Audubon Adventures; Birdscaping projects which involve planting open space areas with shrubs and trees to 

support bird populations; restoration of nesting sites; and various scholarships for nature education for a range of ages.  
 
See our website www.lakecountyaudubon.org. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

Audubon Adventures                                                                                                                   by Diane Rosenberg 
 
For over a decade the Lake County Audubon Society has offered teachers in Lake County an opportunity to receive, on a first come first 

served basis, a classroom set of Audubon Adventures. Audubon Adventures is targeted for 3-5
th

 grade children. During the 2014-2015 

school year, LCAS was able to reach approximately 800 students with these award winning science education newsletters. Unfortunately, 

because of budget limitations, we were unable to fulfill all of the requests we received. If you’d like to help support the Audubon 

Adventures in the Classroom, please email Diane at dbsr333@aol.com. Keep in mind that LCAS is a tax deductible organization and that 

you’ll be providing an excellent environmental resource publication for the children of Lake County! 

 

Water              by Glen Moss 
 
Water is so important to our environment that life would not exist without it.  As we watch California try to deal with drought conditions 

in a state that is the number one provider in the country for food and agricultural production we can certainly gain a sense of water’s 

importance.  Living as we do in an area that is situated along 1/5 of the usable above ground water source of the world often jades us into 

thinking it is endless.  Due to the water cycle water remains constant.  The water we use is older than the dinosaurs. Clean usable water 

though can be diminished. In our local abundant water environment we need to keep in mind maintaining clean water and practicing to 

not waste it is of great importance to humans as well as plants and animals.  We have had a Superfund site in Waukegan to clean up PCBs 

(polychlorinated biphenyl), a Superfund site in Wauconda to clean up vinyl chloride, and numerous other pollution incidents of lakes and 

streams in Northern Illinois.  

Our first speaker of the year will be talking on hydroponics.  Hydroponics uses only 10% of the water of soil based agriculture. Will our 

future generations rely on this type of farming almost exclusively?  Will we have to use this form of farming in our area because even 

though there is great abundance of water, only a small portion will be usable?   

 
Almond Marsh Rookery Update                                                                                                by Jack Nowak 
 
Like clockwork the Great Blue Herons started returning the second week in March. By June you could see the young herons’ heads 

popping up over the nests. At this point I could start counting them. Out of the 7 tripods that were being used by Great Blue Herons I 

counted 23 chicks. Unfortunately, a lot of the manmade tree stands that were put up were used by the Cormorants. I added the number of 

young herons in tree nests and tree stands which was 37 chicks. 
 
In July the chicks were all large enough, so I assumed they all fledged. The total number of Great Blue Herons that fledged in 2015 was 

60.  For the first time since I have been monitoring the marsh we had Great Egrets nesting in a couple of trees on the island. The two trees 

that I could count chicks in totaled 5. I believe there was another nest farther back which also produced Egrets, but I couldn’t see the 

chicks. We also had 4 cygnets from Mute Swans that nested. 

We had over 575 visitors to the rookery this year. There were volunteers at Almond Marsh every Saturday from the first Saturday in April 

through the last Saturday in June. Visitors came to view the various herons and waterfowl through spotting scopes and binoculars.  The 

Welcome Back Herons Event hosted by Lake County Audubon Society was held Saturday April 4, with a great turnout of 75 visitors. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piano
http://www.lakecountyaudubon.org/
mailto:dbsr333@aol.com
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Lake County Audubon Society "Moments in Nature" Photo Contest 2015 
 
We would like to thank all who participated in our new photo contest. We received many wonderful images that really demonstrated the beautiful 

nature that can be seen in Lake County. The contest was judged by Ralph Durham, winner of numerous awards at the Chicago Area Camera Clubs 

Association and President of the North Shore Camera Club. Ralph commented, "I thought the quality of the images submitted was outstanding." From the 

30% of the entries that were judged to be possible winners a number of Awards and Honorable Mentions, as well as one Best in Show were selected for 

each class.  We are very pleased to announce the winners as follows: 

Beginner Class Awards: 
"Pollinator on Duty" by Madison Pfeiffer, Grayslake backyard. Best in Show for 

the Beginner Class.  
 
Madison Pfeiffer lives in Waukegan and is 12 years of age. When asked about her 

winning photos, Madison wrote: “I enjoy being in nature. It’s really cool to have the 

opportunity to take pictures of what nature can offer. I was out in the yard and saw a 

bee on a cone flower. I thought it was interesting to see a bee doing its job. The 

camera I have been using is a Canon Power Shot A2000 IS.  Thank you for giving 

me the opportunity to be in my first photo contest.” 
 
"Butterflies Nectar" by Madison Pfeiffer, Grayslake backyard. 
"Lone Canada Goose" by William Bach, Drury Lane wetland adjacent to Rollins 
Savanna. 
 

Beginner Class Honorable Mentions: 
"Thanks for Breakfast, How About Shoveling the Snow" by William Bach, Drury 

Lane wetland adjacent to Rollins Savanna.       

"Foggy Morning Flight" by Anne Thrall, Chain O' Lakes State Park.  

"Wren's Home" by Madison Pfeiffer, Grayslake backyard.         

                                                                                                                "IKEA Tomorrow Then?" by Nicola Cushny, Nippersink F P 

 

Advanced Class Awards: 
"Take Off" by Kelley Happ, Nippersink Lake. Best in Show for the Advanced Class.  

Kelley Happ’s photos of events and activities in the community have appeared in 

local newspapers and on web pages for years. Now, she devotes more of her time to 

observing and photographing the wonders of nature around us.  Kelley is a member 

of both the Riverwoods Nature Photographic Society and the North Shore Camera 

Club and is inspired by the beautiful images and helpful tips of fellow club 

members.   When asked about her winning image Kelley wrote, “I went to the 

Nippersink-Fox Lake area in early March last year because I had heard that eagles 

were seen on the ice that was beginning to break up.  There were a few eagles way 

out, but closer to shore were HUNDREDS of these beautiful American White 

Pelicans migrating through.  I photographed these amazing birds for a few hours; 

they were not particularly shy about being watched, and obliged me with many 

graceful take-offs, landings and aerial antics.” 

 

"Dragonfly Encounter" by Joan Farrell, Lakewood Forest Preserve.   

"Cedar Waxwing" by John Edmondson, Lake Carina.  

"Mama Sandhill Crane Checking on Baby" by Michael Schmitt, Rollins Savanna.   

"Sitting Pretty" by Julie Boatright, the heron rookery at Port Barrington.   

"Double Your Pleasure" by Sheri Sparks, Nippersink Lake. 

 

Advanced Class Honorable Mentions: 
"Blue Jay" by Bonnie Dawson, Lake Forest backyard.                                    "Bank Swallows Hanging Out" by Julie Boatright, Lakemoor. 

"Juvenile Red Winged Blackbird" by Sue Matsunaga, Half Day F P.             "Swans" by Michelle Cox, Cedar Lake at Lehman Park, Lake Villa. 

"Cardinal in the Snow" by Bob Noble, Lake Forest.                                        "Checking the Nest" by Sheri Sparks, Shiloh Park Lagoon in Zion. 

"Following Mom" by Sheri Sparks, Shiloh Park Lagoon in Zion.                    "Blue Winged Teal" by Kelley Happ, Mundelein Park District Lake. 

 

In addition to announcing the winners we would also like to recognize the excellent images that were part of the 30% that were selected as possible 

winners but did not receive an Award or Honorable Mention as follows: 
 
"Lovely Lady" by Sue Matsunaga, Vernon Hills backyard.                                "Dancing Stamen" by Tami Bevis, Reed Turner Woodland. 

"Male Cardinal" by Milton Weinberg, Lake Forest backyard.                           "Fledgling Finch" by Bob Noble, Lake Forest backyard. 

"Winter Robin" by Michelle Cox, Lake Villa.                                                    "Bobolink" by John Edmondson, Independence Grove. 

"Egret" by Jennifer Parmley, Chain O' Lakes State Park.                                   "Bluebird in Flight" by Michael Schmitt, Rollins Savanna. 

 

All of the participants listed above have been invited to take part in an exhibition at Brushwood Center beginning with a reception on Sunday, January 

10th, from 1-3pm. The show will remain on display at Brushwood until Sunday, February 21st. These images are published on our website 

http://www.lakecountyaudubon.org/information/ and will be featured on our Facebook page. We hope you enjoy looking at all the stunning photographs. 

Lake County Audubon Society Photo Contest                                                                by Emma England 

 

http://www.lakecountyaudubon.org/information/
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After much time and effort, we have achieved 501(c)(3) status. What do these sometimes 

mysterious numbers mean? This status means that we are not only an Illinois non-profit, as 

we have been, but have received the designation that will enable donors to deduct the value 

of gifts and property to the Lake County Audubon Society on their Federal Income Tax 

forms. We are “also qualified to receive tax deductible bequests, devises, transfers or gifts 

under Section 2055, 2106, or 2522.” Note: Your donation will be used fully towards our 

mission; our society is all volunteers, there are no administration fees taken out. To enhance 

the ease of donating online, LCAS has a PayPal account which will eventually be linked to 

our website.   

 

 

Non-Profit 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Libertyville, IL 

Permit No. 1 

ZIP Code 60048 

National Audubon Society 

Lake County  

Audubon Society 

P.O.  Box 332 

Libertyville, IL 60048 

DATED MATERIAL!! 

 
Please do not take the “or Current Resident” on the 

address label personally.  It is done to conform to 

current mass mailing requirements and avoid 

expensive mail returns due to old addresses. 

 

This newsletter was printed using soy-based ink on paper with 100% post-consumer recycled content processed chlorine free. 

National Audubon Society Membership 

New memberships only.  Sorry, not for renewal.  Join or give a gift subscription today at the special 

Introductory rate of just $20…43% off the basic rate 

Make checks payable to “National Audubon Society”.  Dues include $15 for AUDUBON magazine.  Please allow 

4-6 weeks from receipt of payment to receive your first issue of AUDUBON.  The National Audubon Society 

occasionally makes its membership list available to carefully selected organizations whose mailings you might find 

of interest.  To have your name omitted from this list, please check here.   

 

 
Mail your check and this form to: 

Lake County Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 332 

Libertyville, Illinois 60048 

 

Chapter Code C9ZG640Z 
 

 

Lake County  

Audubon Society 

 audbirds@aol.com    847.362.5134  

LCAS Board 

Chris Geiselhart President 
Publicity 

Glen Moss                 Vice President   

Paul Geiselhart  Treasurer                 
Finance Committee 

Vic Taylor                 Secretary        
Newsletter          
Finance Committee 

Jack Nowak  Membership 
Website         
Newsletter  

Diane Rosenberg BCN Rep. 
Education Chair 
Finance Committee 

Sue Schuler  Hospitality 

Barb Thompson LCFP Rep. 

Don Wilson Nature Walks 

Emma England BNC Rep.        
Website          
Facebook 

 http://www.lakecountyaudubon.org 

 

Lake County Audubon Society Non-Profit Status 

If you know of any individual, organization, or corporation that would like to help support the publication of 
future newsletters, please contact audbirds@aol.org  LCAS is a 501(c)(3) organization and all donations are 
tax deductible 

 

 

http://bit.ly/aApx1F
mailto:audbirds@aol.com
http://www.lakecountyaudubon.org/
mailto:audbirds@aol.org

