
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Great Lakes Health and Migratory Birds 
General Meeting: Monday, Dec. 1,   7:30 PM    Libertyville Village Hall, 2nd Floor  

Speaker: Judy Beck Manager of USEPA Lake Michigan Collaborative Efforts.  
 

Seafood Sustainability – The Right Bite 
General Meeting: Monday, Nov. 3,   7:30 PM    Libertyville Village Hall, 2nd Floor  

Speaker: Reid Bogert, Coordinator, Great Lakes and Sustainability,  
Shedd Aquarium  

 

What do you think of when you hear the 
word sustainability and what does it 
have to do with seafood? Take a deep 
dive into the history of fisheries and 
seafood sustainability and understand 
the human impact on the world’s 
aquatic ecosystems. Learn what’s being 
done and who’s involved in making 
fisheries and seafood more sustainable.  
 

Learn how each of us can make a 
difference so this precious, delicious, 
and nutritious food source can be 
enjoyed in the wild and at the dinner 
table for generations to come. So, take 
the Right Bite Challenge – you can 
help protect the world’s oceans, rivers, 
and lakes by what’s on your plate!  

Spiders 
General Meeting:  Monday, Oct 6,    7:30 PM  Libertyville Village Hall 2nd Floor 

Speaker: Frank Pascoe, Provost and Professor of Biology at the University of St. 
Francis in Joliet, IL 

Audubon Outlook 
Newsletter of the Lake County Audubon Society (LCAS) 

To contact us: 
• audbirds@aol.com 
• 847.362.5134 

 

Articles: 
 Birdscaping Update  
 Field Trip to Horicon 
Marsh 

 Rookery Update 
 Neonicotinoids 
 Cornell Lab Summer 
Experience 

Activities 
Sat Oct 4, Horicon Marsh Field 
Trip  

The trip will include stops at the State 
and Federal Visitor Centers and a boat 
tour of the state portion of the marsh.  
The boat tour is the perfect introduction 
to the natural wonders of the Horicon 
Marsh.  The boat tour begins with an 
interesting video about the marsh shown 
1/2 hour before departure.    

See article on page 2. 

Open to LCAS members only.  Travel, 
reservations, and arrangements will be 
each member’s responsibility 
If you are interested in this field trip 
please send an email to Lake County 
Audubon and additional information will 
be provided. 

   For up-to-date listings, go to 
www.lakecountyaudubon.org 
Or scan the QR code below. 

Oct 2014 – Dec 2014  

Volume 39, Issue 3  

lakecountyaudubon.org  

 

Using the "Spider Watching at Midewin" 
brochure as a guide, this presentation will 
introduce you to the amazing world of 
spider watching. Types of spider webs and 
habitat, common spider families and 
species, and spider behavior will all be 
explored with an emphasis on jumping 
spiders (Salticidae).  

 
On-going research projects with 
undergraduates at the University of St. 
Francis, including impact of prescribed 
burns on spiders and spider reproductive 
strategies, will be included. 

Judy Beck will present an in-depth 
program on the health of the Great Lakes 
and their recovery story, and will include 
information on fish such as sturgeon, 
zebra mussels and their effects, algae 
bloom, as well as migratory bird 
populations.  
 

Judy is vastly qualified to speak on this 
topic since she managed the USEPA Lake 
Michigan Collaborative Efforts beginning 
in October 1995.  She chaired the multi-
agency lake-wide action and management 
process called for in the Great Lakes 
Water Quality Agreement signed by the 
US. and Canada.  
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Birdscaping          by Chris Geiselhart 
On Saturday, May 31st,  2014,  23 volunteers labored for four hours planting 160 trees and shrubs on a portion of 
Libertyville Township Open Space.  This effort was part of a two-year project initiated by the Lake County Audubon 
Society (LCAS).  Called “Birdscaping the Liberty Prairie Reserve,” it was begun in 2012 with native seeds planted along 
the trails that wind through the area south of Casey Road and west of the Casey Farm. The program was advanced 
through the cooperation of Libertyville Township under the leadership of Kathleen O’Connor, Supervisor.  

The project was funded with matching funds donated by LCAS and a private local foundation. According to Paul 
Geiselhart, who created this project, “The goal of the second phase, funded in the same way, is to plant high-quality 
native shrubs and trees along the trail to provide and expand habitat, food, and shelter for birds and other animals.  These 
plants are to provide animals with high-energy food during different seasons of the year.”  

Other benefits of the project include stabilization of the stream bank and erodible areas in the Liberty Prairie Reserve and 
educating residents of Lake County about the importance of native plants that support unique animal habitat. This will 
enhance the experience of hiking the Millennium Trail system with connections to Independence Grove Forest Preserve.  

Readers are invited to visit www.lakecountyaudubon.org for photos.  

Visit the LCAS Facebook page for information on upcoming events and birding in Lake County. 
www.facebook.com/lakecountyaudubon 

Field Trip to Horicon Marsh – Oct 4, 2014                                                            by Don Wilson 
 
At more than 33,000 acres, Horicon Marsh is one of the largest freshwater marshes in the United States and is a critical 
rest stop for thousands of migrating ducks and Canada geese.  It’s also home to more than 305 kinds of birds which 
have been sighted over the years. It is recognized as a Wetland of International Importance, as both Global and State 
Important Bird Areas.   The northern two-thirds of Horicon Marsh is managed by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service as 
the 22,000 acre Horicon National Wildlife Refuge. The southern third of the marsh, 11,000 acres, is managed by the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources as Horicon Marsh State Wildlife Area.  
 
The most opportune time for viewing is late spring and fall.  The trip will include stops at the State and Federal Visitor 
Centers and a boat tour of the state portion of the marsh. The boat tour is the perfect introduction to the natural wonders 
of the Horicon Marsh.  The boat tour begins with an interesting video about the marsh shown 1/2 hour before departure.   
In addition, there are also hiking trails and a driving tour through a portion of the marsh.  Mayville is also celebrating 
Audubon Day that weekend. 
 
Horicon Marsh is located in Dodge County, Wisconsin, on Highway 28 between Horicon and Mayville.   It is within a 2 
½ hour drive from the Chicago area.  . 
 
For more information on Horicon Marsh there are several websites.  If you are interested in this field trip please send an 
email to Lake County Audubon and additional information will be provided. 

Rookery Update at Almond Marsh:                                                                      by Jack Nowak 
 
We had another good year at the Heron Rookery. The 5 new tree platforms that were put up last winter produced 3 
Great blue heron nests, the other 2 were used by Double-crested Cormorants.  
 
Lake County Audubon Society hopes to work with the Forest Preserve again this coming winter to continue the 
longevity of this heron rookery. As the old Cottonwoods continue to rot and fall, we have been adding man-made 
structures to continue the life of the rookery for educational purposes.   
This year, as well as every year, volunteers from the Lake County Forest Preserves hosted Rookery viewing. The gate 
at Almond Marsh is open every Saturday from the first Saturday in April through the last Saturday in June (except 
Memorial Day weekend), from 8:00am until noon.  This year we had a total of over 500 visitors come to view the 
rookery as the heron eggs hatched and the young grew to maturity until they fledged from the nests.   
During this year’s nesting season, 15 Great blue heron nests produced 49 young herons which fledged successfully. 
Many Cormorants also fledged. We hope to have another great viewing year next season.  Please come join us on 
Saturdays next season.   
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Did your mind fly to wondering if neonic is a new app? Or perhaps a new kind of insect pest? Actually, if it were, it 
wouldn’t have a chance. Neonicotinoids (AKA neonics) are a group of insecticide now so widespread that it’s hard 
to find an insect control product that does not contain them. Neonics are sprayed on farmlands the world over. They 
are used to make tick and flea collars for dogs. They are injected into tree trunks. Seeds coated with neonics 
produce some of the world’s most important crops, including a large number of the crops that grow in western 
Canada and elsewhere.   
At first, in the early 1990’s, neonics were cautiously approved by the EPA as safer alternatives to diazinon and 
carbofuran and were limited to use on potatoes. As time passed, the speed of approval for a wider range of uses got 
to the point where by now the agency has helped put nearly 600 new neonicotinoid products onto the market. In 
some cases, this was done over the objections of the EPA’s own scientists because of their concerns about how long 
it took for neonicotinoids to break down after being applied and about the speed with which they moved from farm 
fields into wetlands, lakes, and aquifers. Some warned that neonics could harm birds, bees, and other pollinators.  
Current research work around the world is deepening those fears. Some have published studies associating neonics 
with mass die-off of honeybees. Others have established that a single seed of corn treated with the oldest neonic, 
imidacloprid, is all it takes to kill a songbird. Still other researchers are now testing the hypothesis that exposure to 
neonics weakens the immune systems of bats, frogs, and other wildlife, making them more susceptible to parasites 
and diseases.   
“It’s the kind of work we should have done before allowing neonicotinoids to flood the global market,” says 
ecotoxicologist Pierre Mineau. He has been a leading expert since the 1980s on pesticides’ effects on wildlife, first 
with the Canadian government and now as an independent consultant.  

To be continued in next issue of Audubon Outlook. In the meantime, check out Home Depot’s list of products 
that are neonics-free at this link: 
http://www.homedepot.com/hdus/en_US/DTCCOM/HomePage/Categories/Outdoor/Garden_Center/Docs/Bee_Safe_Pesticid
es_1.pdf  

Ed. Note: This article was excerpted with permission from “The Neonic Problem: Racing to Gauge a Global Threat to Birds and Bees” by Cynthia 
Palmer. It first appeared in Bird Conservation, the Magazine of American Bird Conservancy, Winter 2013-2014, published by the American Bird 
Conservancy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are Neonics Hiding Around Your Place?     Part 1                  by Chris Geiselhart 

 

Summer Experience at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
 By Nick Minor---Libertyville High School Student 
 
Times that are so powerfully affirmative in one’s life that one feels able to pluck the future into the now are not common. 
It’s a feeling that a lifestyle you’ve been dreaming of for years is just barely in grasp, and that in a few short months, it 
could come to fruition. The experience I had at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology during the Cornell Young Birders’ Camp 
was this and so much more.  
I was witness to some of the most cutting edge ornithology on earth and learned about innovative things to come before 
they have even hit the birder newsstands. Things like the upcoming Princeton Field Guide to North American Birds, 
illustrated by the incredible Ian Lewington and set to be in the class of the Princeton Guide to Birds of Europe (a.k.a. even 
the latest Sibley will be overshadowed). Things like research in Canada (by a 2014 Cornell graduate no less) that revealed 
Whimbrels’ occasional habit of flying to their nonbreeding range in South America soon after breeding in Ontario in one 
six day flight. Things like learning of an app that will be able to identify birds merely from an image uploaded to a 
website. Amazing ideas flew by with every sentence.   
I met people who until then I had only idolized, people who stood to me as emblems of the discovery and adventure that 
birds entail. I spent my days there in a place with a fabled history and legendary staff, my mind being nourished by new 
thoughts and perspectives that are the norm there.   
We spent our days touring the Lab of O--as it’s called--birding in search of Upland Sandpipers, early migrants, and all 
manner of breeding warblers including Cerulean Warbler, meeting faculty, listening to presentations from Lab staff and 
graduates, and bonding with the diverse group of sixteen teenagers there that included citizens of the U.S., Canada, 
Guatemala, and India. The whole event was led by Chris Wood and Jessie Barry, who were undoubtedly the highlight of 
the event. They are some of the most passionate and knowledgeable people I have ever met, but I was most impressed by 
their kindness and generosity to us. Their desire to see us all succeed, and even more importantly to see us join their 
community at Cornell, was one of the most meaningful aspects of this event, and I’ll carry that with me for years to come.  
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology is a capital of questioning, a place where initiative to explore and innovate is encouraged, 
and a community of friends learning together (and sometimes competing for good birds together too). It is, undoubtedly, a 
place where I look forward to learning to become a professional ornithologist, and maybe, just maybe, if I get lucky, 
working for the rest of my life.  
Ed. Note- Nick was given a matching funds grant by Lake County Audubon Society. 
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For those of you who saw Linda Breuer’s program  
on bird rehabilitation at our October 2012  meeting, perhaps  
you were as inspired as I have always been by  
Linda’s enthusiasm, passion, engaging stories, and  
the extraordinary work that she does. If you would  
like to know how you can help, please follow  
this link and donate in any way that you can.  
http://www.barnswallow.net/Just%20Dreaming.htm 
- Vic Taylor, LCAS Board Member 
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National Audubon Society 
Lake County  

Audubon Society 
P.O.  Box 332 

Libertyville, IL 60048 

DATED MATERIAL!! 
 
Please do not take the “or Current Resident” on the 
address label personally.  It is done to conform to 
current mass mailing requirements and avoid 
expensive mail returns due to old addresses. 

 

This newsletter was printed using soy-based ink on paper with 100% post-consumer recycled content processed chlorine free. 

National Audubon Society Membership 

New memberships only.  SSorry, not for renewal.  Join or give a gift subscription today at the special 
IIntroductory rate oof  jjust $20…43% off the basic rate 

Make checks payable to “NNational Audubon Society”.  Dues include $15 for AUDUBON magazine.  Please allow 
4-6 weeks from receipt of payment to receive your first issue of AUDUBON.  The National Audubon Society 
occasionally makes its membership list available to carefully selected organizations whose mailings you might find 
of interest.  To have your name omitted from this list, please check here.   

Mail your check and this form to: 
Lake County Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 332 
Libertyville, Illinois 60048 

 
CChapter Code CC9ZG640Z  

 

Lake County  
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audbirds@aol.com    847.362.5134 
LLCAS Board 

Chris Geiselhart President 
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Paul Geiselhart  Treasurer 

Vic Taylor Secretary 
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Jack Nowak  Membership 
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Diane Rosenberg Board Member  
BCN Rep. 
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Sue Schuler  Board Member  
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Barnswallow — A Wild Bird Concern 
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