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General Meetings 
    Libertyville Village Hall 
       118 W. Cook Ave, 2nd floor 

   Monday April 1,  7:30 PM 
Recognizing Warblers by 
Sight and Sound 

   Monday May 6,  7:30 PM 
Unseen Wonders of 
Freshwater Ecosystems 

 Activities 
  Sat April 6,  8 AM to Noon 

Welcome Back, Herons 
at Almond Marsh. Bird  
books, binoculars, and 
refreshments provided.  

  Wed April 24,  7:30 AM  
Nature Walk at Middlefork 
Savannah. Meet in parking lot. 

  Wed May 22,  7:30 AM  
Nature Walk at McDonald 
Woods. Meet in parking lot. 

  Wed June 12,  6 PM  
Cheese & Crackers with  
the Birds at Almond Marsh. 

For up-to-date listings, go to 
www.lakecountyaudubon.org  
or scan the QR code below. 
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To contact us: 
• audbirds@aol.com 
• 847.362.5134 

General Meeting: Monday, April 1  7:30 PM      Libertyville Village Hall, 2nd Floor 

Recognizing Warblers by Sight and Sound 
Speaker: Sheryl DeVore, Author and Editor 

Spring is a perfect time for warbler 
watching, especially when you can identify 
them by song! Join us this month as Sheryl 
DeVore, an “award-winning environmental 
journalist and editor,” presents a slide 
show along with song recordings of the 
common and not-so-common warblers that 
pass through Illinois in spring.  

This presentation should be fascinating—
Sheryl has given many presentations for 
various nature clubs as well as for the 
Midwest Birding Symposium, The Nature 
Conservancy, The Field Museum, and the 

Chicago Botanic Garden. She consults on 
bird surveys, teaches, and has a life-time 
commitment to ornithology. 

Along with being the published author of 
three books on birds, Sheryl has written 
nature stories for The Chicago Tribune, 
National Audubon Society, Wildflower 
Magazine, and others. She is the 
department editor for the American 
Birding Association’s Birding  
magazine and is the founding editor of  
Meadowlark: A Journal of Illinois Birds.  

 

General Meeting: Monday, May 6  7:30 PM      Libertyville Village Hall, 2nd Floor 

Unseen Wonders of Freshwater Ecosystems 
Speaker: KennethWeik, B.S., M.S., & Ph.D. in Botany  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Lake County Audubon Board Elections Coming in May 
Each May at our regular meeting, elections are traditionally held for Audubon board 
member posts. Current officers are willing to continue in their positions, and we’d 
appreciate people volunteering to be at-large board members at or by the April 1st meeting 
for the 2013-14 year. If you are interested, you must be a member of LCAS for a year, be 
willing to come to day-time board meetings, and get involved in various activities we 
support. Please contact Chris at 847-362-5134 or audbirds@aol.com for more information 
or to volunteer.  
 

Imagine you are standing beside a freshwater 
ecosystem such as a pond, marsh, stream or 
lake taking note of the vegetation and 
chanced upon wildlife. In many respects, the 
varied forms of life—such as cattails, reeds, 
sedges, rushes, water lilies, ducks, wading 
birds, amphibians, dragonflies—are familiar 
forms you have come to associate with 
aquatic ecosystems. However, unless you 
look “deeper,” you will remain unaware of 
the many and often exotic forms of life that 
exist within the water itself.   

This month’s interesting presentation will 
focus on the entirely different world of life 
that abounds beneath the water’s surface— 
a world of unseen wonders! Speaker Ken 
Weik achieved his doctorate in botany from 

Southern Illinois University, specializing  
in freshwater algae native to Illinois. 

For 34 years, he was a mainstay of the Lake 
Forest College (LFC) Biology Department, 
even contributing after his retirement to 
teach some undergraduate courses and to 
participate in a graduate seminar on public 
policy and the environment. In 2010, a  
new symposium at LFC was named after 
Professor Kenneth L. Weik to honor his 
devotion to the field of biology and its 
students. Ken has put his knowledge to  
great use locally by organizing and 
supporting projects to restore native plants 
and trees to Illinois regions. Whether near  
or far, his life continues to be one  
committed to nature. 
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Walt Sivertsen, Volunteer Bluebird Administrator for the 
Lake County Forest Preserve District, has been in charge of 
monitoring the bluebird boxes on trails throughout Lake 
County since the 1997 season. This includes Lake County 
Forest Preserves as well as golf clubs and farms. His efforts 
are aided by a cadre of volunteers who tend to and report  
on the boxes. The final data for 2012 is shown at right. 

House sparrows can be very invasive of the boxes and 
appeared to be a bigger problem than usual this season, the 
volunteers reported, and an increase in volunteers could 
help address the shortage of data for 100 bluebird boxes  
that were missed.  

Walt is looking for new volunteers willing to check boxes  
3 to 4 times a month in an area no more than 5 miles away 
from home. Hands-on training will be available for 
individual volunteers. Please contact Walt at 847- 244-4373 
or e-mail him at mcfwalt@yahoo.com for more information 
or to become a volunteer.  

Volunteer monitors understand how important their efforts 
are in recording accurate data every time they open a box. 
Statewide data is coordinated by the East Central Illinois 
Bluebird Society, which conducts a bluebird conference 
each year and publishes Bluebird News three or four times a 
year.  A variety of membership levels is available. For 
contact information, see http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/ 
affiliatesgenericweb.asp?group=ECIBS 

Bluebird Nest Box Report  by Chris Geiselhart, LCAS Board Member 
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Final Data for 2012  
• Total boxes – 886 out of  

a possible 1298 
• Bluebirds – 837 
• Tree Swallows – 2151 
• Wrens – 140 
• Chickadees – 61 
• Total birds fledged – 3189 
• Volunteer Hours – 1298 
–Data submitted by Walt Sivertsen 

EPA Proposed Approval of the Pesticide Sulfoxaflor  

 

 

Bees have unquestioned commercial value. Of the 100 crops 
that provide 90% of the world’s food, over 70 are pollinated 
by bees. In the US in 2010, the value of bee-pollinated crops 
was estimated at approximately $19.2 billion. Commercial 
bee keeping adds $15 to $20 billion in economic value to 
agriculture yearly.   

Currently there’s a global decline in bee populations. It’s 
noteworthy that the European Union has suspended certain 
neonicotinoid pesticides that are hazardous to bees. The 
eight national non-profits that have submitted letters to the 
EPA represent organizations that are concerned with the 
environment, food safety, children’s health, bee and bird 
conservation, and pesticide management. These 
organizations are all against the proposed “conditional 
registration” of Sulfoxaflor and hope that the EPA will  
halt the approval process. 
Condensed and reprinted with permission from the American Bird 
Conservancy web site, http://www.abcbirds.org/newsandreports/ 
releases/130220.html. American Bird Conservancy (www.abcbirds.org) 
conserves native birds and their habitats throughout the Americas by 
safeguarding the rarest species, conserving and restoring habitats, and 
reducing threats while building capacity of the bird conservation movement.  
 

 

On January 14, the EPA proposed a “conditional registration”  
of Sulfoxaflor. Sulfoxaflor’s proposed use is as an insecticide  
on various vegetables, fruits, soybeans, wheat, and tuffgrass.  
Immediately, eight national non-profit organizations sent letters 
to the EPA asking that it halt the approval process.  

Sulfoxaflor is an insecticide that is similar to clothianidin, a 
neonicotinoid. The use of clothianidin was of such concern that 
a petition sent to the EPA in 2012 had over a million signatures 
asking the EPA to suspend its use. Sulfoxaflor’s mode of action 
and toxicity present risks comparable to those exhibited by 
neonicotinoids. Neonicotinoids are a class of insecticides lethal 
to bees, birds, and aquatic organisms. Sulfoxaflor’s water 
solubility, persistence, and toxicity are the main reasons given 
for halting the approval process. 

The EPA’s ecological assessment notes that Sulfoxaflor is 
highly toxic to honey bees. One letter submitted to the EPA 
indicated that within zero to three days after Sulfoxaflor was 
applied, on average, the mortality rate of bees was 7 to 20 times 
that of a control group of bees not exposed to the insecticide.  
In addition, there’s been no testing of Sulfoxaflor at anywhere 
near the maximum levels that are being proposed for its use. 

mailto:mcfwalt@yahoo.com�
http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/affiliatesgenericweb.asp?group=ECIBS�
http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/affiliatesgenericweb.asp?group=ECIBS�
http://www.abcbirds.org/newsandreports/releases/130220.html�
http://www.abcbirds.org/newsandreports/releases/130220.html�
http://www.abcbirds.org/�
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Last year was another good year for the Heron Rookery at Almond 
Marsh. As mentioned in the Sept-Oct 2012 issue of the Audubon 
Outlook, we had a record 86 young Great Blue Herons fledge. This 
year we hope to top that! With the cooperation of the Lake County 
Forest Preserve, five volunteers set out on the ice February 5th to 
modify two of the existing tripod platforms. One of the platforms was 
modified by adding another nest directly below the existing one, and 
another platform was modified with three nests, one off each of the 
existing legs. These platform nests are 10 to 15 feet lower than the 
existing nests, but we are still hopeful that they will attract four more 
heron families. 

The Lake County Audubon Society Board members decided to try a 
design that would add nests to the existing platforms. Some plans were 
drawn up and Internet searches produced pictures of platforms put up 
by Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society in New York. Their platforms 
used a design we believed could work at Almond Marsh. We were  
able to find grate-type shelving and U-bolts to attach the grates to the 
existing platforms. The weather that day was sunny and 35 degrees, 
and the project went smoothly.  

As more and more trees fall each year, we hope to keep the rookery 
going by adding manmade nesting platforms to take the place of the 
trees. The herons will be returning to their nesting grounds in mid-
March. Stop by the Marsh to see if they take to the new nests. This 
year, as in the past, the gate at Almond Marsh in Grayslake will be 
open on Saturday mornings from 8:00 am – noon, April 6 – June 29, 
except Memorial Day weekend. Volunteers will be there at that time  
to provide viewing equipment and answer any questions you may have.   

 

Modified Nest Platforms at Almond Marsh  by Jack Nowak, LCAS Board Member 

     

 

“Audubon Adventures” Award-Winning Program Available to Lake County Teachers 
The Lake County Audubon Society offers teachers in Lake County the opportunity to receive a classroom kit of  
Audubon Adventures. Audubon Adventures (3rd – 5th grade) is an award-winning education program about the natural world. 
Developed by professional environmental educators, it promotes interest in exploring and enjoying our environment.  

The program may be used in the classroom to supplement or enrich lessons or by the home schooled. Audubon Adventures 
are also used in camps, after-school programs, and some subscribers are families interested in environmental issues! The 
teacher’s manual, which accompanies Audubon Adventures, gives teachers suggestions to meet required performance and 
content standards in science and language arts.  

Each year Audubon Adventures has a different theme and new for 2013 is “Sharing Our Earth!”  This current kit contains 
four separate sets (32 of each) and covers the topics: Sharing Our Shores, Be a Friend to Birds, World of the Forest, and 
Grasslands–A Prairie Tale.  

If you know of any Lake County teacher who may be interested in receiving Audubon Adventures, please contact 
audbirds@aol.com. Or if you are a parent or grandparent who would like to donate and sponsor Audubon Adventures  
for your child’s classroom, please let us know! A classroom resource kit of Audubon Adventures serves 32 students and 
costs $38.50 plus a $7.45 shipping fee. Individual kits are also available for $19, plus $6 shipping. For further information, 
go to AudubonAdventures@audubon.org. 

 

Join Us in Welcoming Back the Herons on April 6th!  
Lake County Audubon Society board members will be greeting 
visitors at 8:00 am on Saturday, April 6, with hot chocolate and 
snacks as well as binoculars for viewing the birds. 

 

mailto:audbirds@aol.com�
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For those of you who saw Linda Breuer’s program  
on bird rehabilitation at our October meeting, perhaps  
you were as inspired as I have always been by  
Linda’s enthusiasm, passion, engaging stories and  
the extraordinary work that she does. If you would  
like to know how you can help, please follow  
this link and donate in any way that you can.  
http://barnswallow.net/Just%20Dreaming.htm 
–Vic Taylor, LCAS Board Member 
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National Audubon Society 
Lake County  

Audubon Society 
P.O.  Box 332 

Libertyville, IL 60048 

DATED MATERIAL!! 
 
Please do not take the “or Current Resident” on the 
address label personally.  It is done to conform to 
current mass mailing requirements and avoid 
expensive mail returns due to old addresses. 

 

This newsletter was printed using soy-based ink on paper with 100% post-consumer recycled content processed chlorine free. 

National Audubon Society Membership 

New memberships only.  Sorry, not for renewal.  Join or give a gift subscription today at the special 
Introductory rate of just $20…43% off the basic rate 

Make checks payable to “National Audubon Society”.  Dues include $15 for AUDUBON magazine.  Please allow 
4-6 weeks from receipt of payment to receive your first issue of AUDUBON.  The National Audubon Society 
occasionally makes its membership list available to carefully selected organizations whose mailings you might find 
of interest.  To have your name omitted from this list, please check here.   
 
 

Mail your check and this form to: 
Lake County Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 332 
Libertyville, Illinois 60048 

 
Chapter Code C9ZG640Z 

 

 

Lake County  
Audubon Society 

 
audbirds@aol.com    847.362.5134 
 

LCAS Board 

Chris Geiselhart President 
Publicity 

Glen Moss Vice President 

Paul Geiselhart  Treasurer 

Vic Taylor Secretary 

Jack Nowak  Membership 
Website  

Diane Rosenberg Board Member  
BCN Rep. 
Education Chair 

Sue Schuler  Board Member  
Hospitality 

Barb Thompson Board Member 
LCFP Rep. 

Don Wilson Board Member 

Jude Mulhern Newsletter Editor 
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Barnswallow — A Wild Bird Concern   
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