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Birds in the Waukegan Dunes 
General Meeting: Monday, Mar. 3  7:30 PM     Libertyville Village Hall, 2nd Floor 

Speaker: Ed Collins, Director of Land Preservation & Natural Resources,  
McHenry County Conservation District 

Ed conducted a nine month long avian 
survey of Waukegan's Bowen Park and 
selected areas of the Waukegan Dunes 
Complex for the Waukegan Harbor 
Citizens Advisory Group.  The purpose 
was to document the significance 
of these areas for resident and migratory 
birds.  

His presentation will review the natural 
communities, the history of the areas 
and the impact that human disturbance, 
invasive species and habitat 
fragmentation have on birds in these 
areas.  You will be surprised at the 
survey's findings.  

Skunks, Raccoons, Possums, Bats, and Groundhogs 
General Meeting: Monday, Feb. 3  7:30 PM      Libertyville Village Hall, 2nd Floor 

Speaker: Chris Anchor, Wildlife Biologist, Cook County F.P. 

Chris Anchor is known for his popular 
coyote and deer programs. However, on 
February 3, 2014, Chris will present his 
new program to the Lake County 
Audubon Society. This program will 
include a slide show on skunks, 
raccoons, possums, bats and 
groundhogs.  

The program is especially geared for 
homeowners.  Everyone knows these 
critters exist in our backyards and we 
all have our own experiences dealing 
with them.   Chris will give us his 
unbiased views on how to enjoy them 
and learn to live safely and peacefully 
in their midst. 

Seafood Sustainability -- The Right Bite 
General Meeting: Monday, Jan. 6  7:30 PM     Libertyville Village Hall, 2nd Floor 

Speaker: Reid Bogert, Coordinator, Great Lakes and Sustainability,  
Shedd Aquarium

What do you think of when you hear the 
word sustainability and what does it 
have to do with seafood? Take a deep 
dive into the history of fisheries and 
seafood sustainability and understand 
the human impact on the world’s 
aquatic ecosystems. Learn what’s being 
done and who’s involved in making 
fisheries and seafood more sustainable. 

Learn how each of us can make a 
difference so this precious, delicious, 
and nutritious food source can be 
enjoyed in the wild and at the dinner 
table for generations to come. So, take 
the Right Bite Challenge – you can 
help protect the world’s oceans, rivers,
and lakes by what’s on your plate! 
(See more on Reid on page 3) 
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Wind Farm Bat Mortality, Study at Illinois State University  
by Rachael Van Essen,  Illinois State University School of Biological Sciences 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s note   Nick Minor is a junior at Libertyville High School and has attended Lake County Audubon Society meetings 
and birding events. His ambition is to become an ornithologist, and his bird identification skills are impressive. He spent weeks 
during summer 2013 working as a youth intern at the Field Museum, an opportunity he learned about during a past LCAS 
presentation by Dr, Shannon  Hackett of the Field Museum.  We asked him to write a brief description of his experiences there, 
which follows. (Nick also writes a blog called Science of Birds.)  
 
After being sufficiently caffeinated and taking my morning commute, I found myself back at the Field 
Museum every weekday early this summer. It was the beginning of my years of internships, and mine in the 
Bird Division of the Field Museum was just the taste of my future I was looking for. 

Bats comprise one fifth of all mammalian species and are incredibly diverse. They are essential in many 
ecosystems, serving as pest control, pollinators, and seed-dispersers. However, bats face several challenges 
and species around the world are in decline. Some threats stem from misunderstanding and misinformation 
that feeds fear and disgust in people. Other causes of decline are habitat destruction, human disturbance of 
roost sites, pesticide and home chemical use, climate change, the deadly white-nose fungus (Geomyces 
destructans), and wind turbine use. 
 
Wind energy is viewed as a sustainable alternative energy source, and commercial facilities use turbines that 
are typically 60-100 meters high with spinning blades that can be up to 50 meters long and rotate up to 180 
miles per hour at the tips. High mortality of bats during migration at wind farm sites is now recognized as a 
serious conservation concern. In Illinois, the main species affected are the migratory tree bats: Eastern Red 
(Lasiurus borealis), Hoary (Lasiurus cinereus), and Silver-haired (Lasionycteris noctivagans). One of the key 
questions is if the current level of mortality will have negative population-level impacts. 
  
At Illinois State University, Masters Student Rachael Van Essen of Dr. Angelo Capparella’s Conservation 
Biology lab is working to determine the summer ranges of Eastern Red and Hoary bats salvaged from a single 
wind farm utilizing a combination of deuterium stable isotope analysis of bat hair and/or claws, niche 
modeling, and GIS mapping technologies. The results will determine if mortality is affecting bats from a wide 
versus a narrow geographic source. Not only will this provide better information for future research on 
mortality effects, it will also shed light on the poorly known migration patterns of bats that apparently fly over 
our vast farmland and provide insight for future wind farm development and conservation of these species.  
 

 
Most mornings, I headed first into the Harris Loan Center, where around 400 dioramas are there to be 
loaned out to teachers. These dioramas, representing everything natural history, come with factsheets that, 
like the dioramas themselves, were made in the 1920s. My job was to create updated factsheets for thirty of 
the bird dioramas. With this objective, I worked daily with the gorgeous dioramas, a giant iMac, and the 
amazing people staffing the area. But that was only half my time. 
 
The rest was reserved for exploration of the Bird Division. The Division houses the third largest collection 
of bird specimens in the country. This means something like 90% of the world’s bird species! I was a kid in 
a candy shop. I spent hours in the collections, looking at study skins of everything from hummingbirds to 
ostriches, and even learning how to make specimens that go into this collection. 
 
But beyond all the ornithology itself, one of the most profound lessons for me was one about scientists. Like 
me, most of them love talking. They spend a lot of time doing it too, talking about research or the latest 
discoveries. One question from me could turn into an hour-long discussion. Why? A work environment 
where the primary objective is learning things that have never been learned before lends itself to a different 
kind of atmosphere, and I have to say, it’s inspiring. I try to take that with me everywhere I go. 
 
So if you ever hear me going on with a twinkle in my eye and a fire in my belly about some recent 
discovery, you’ll know why. I lived inside discovery this summer, and now, it lives inside of me. And that, 
my friends, has to be my favorite discovery. 

 What’s the return on nature? 
Just like any good investment, nature yields dividends. Trees absorb 1/5 of all carbon emissions. Natural resources are used in cancer-fighting 
drugs. The ocean supports close to 50% of all species on Earth. Why wouldn’t we invest in it?  The Nature Conservancy 
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Black Crowned Night Herons at Almond Marsh    by Diane Rosenberg 

During this past nesting season, the Great Blue Heron rookery volunteers from the Lake County Forest Preserve 
and Lake County Audubon members noticed an increase in the numbers of both adult and juvenile Black 
Crowned Night Herons (BCNH) at Almond Marsh. We will be watching and monitoring in 2014 to see if the 
population returns and continues to increase! 
 
Their scientific name, Nycticorax nycticorax, means night croaker.  The BCNH are often heard at dusk and their 
call is often described as a “quork” or “quark”. The BCHN are smaller than the Great Blues. They are about 25-
28 inches tall with a 45-inch wingspan and weigh about 1.9 lbs. Their stocky build, large head and short neck 
gives them a hunched appearance.  
 
The genders are similar in color, and have a black crown, nape, and back with a white forehead. The birds have a 
gray wash on the sides of the neck and the tail is also gray. The bill is black, the legs and feet are yellow with 
long toes and the eyes of the adults are a bright red. Breeding adults have 2 or 3 long thin white plumes (the 
“crown”) which extend from the head down the back. The juveniles are a streaked brown and white with some 
white spots on brown wings. Juveniles have a yellowish bill and orange eyes. Adult plumage appears at about 
three years of age. 
 
They are widespread and, since they are smaller herons, they seem to be more adaptable to minor wetland areas. 
The birds prefer brackish or freshwater ponds, marshes, estuaries, and slow rivers – sites that include trees for 
nesting. They are often found in urban habitats or in ponds that can’t support the larger herons.  
 
The birds are often found in community nesting colonies with other species of herons. They are thought to be 
monogamous. BCNH build nests both on the ground and in trees. The birds usually build platform shaped nests 
and lay 1-7 eggs per brood and have just 1 brood per year. Both parents incubate the eggs which hatch in about 
22-26 days.  The young fledge at about 6–7 weeks. During the summer breeding season their range extends 
throughout the U.S. and Canada. Year round they are found in the coastal areas of California and Mexico and 
along the Gulf and Atlantic states from Texas to New Jersey. 
 
BCNH are omnivorous and fish, mollusks, rodents, eggs, plants, small birds and amphibians are included in their 
diet. It is great fun to watch them hunt! They have a variety of hunting techniques including just standing still and 
waiting, walking very slowly to stir up prey, and bill vibrating to disturb prey in the water. They are very patient, 
slow hunters which gives all of us with binoculars lots of time to observe them. 
 
You may have read that the BCNH began showing up at Lincoln Park Zoo in 2007. Year by year their number 
has been increasing and during summer of 2013 the zoo’s Urban Wildlife Institute counted 263 nests in the park!   
 
BCNH are an Endangered species in Illinois, and there is a proposal for listing them as Threatened. Lake County 
Audubon Society will be working closely with the Lake County Forest Preserve to encourage more nesting of 
BCNH at Almond Marsh.  
 

More on our January 6 speaker, Reid Bogert on Seafood Sustainability 
 
Reid Bogert is Coordinator of Great Lakes and Sustainability at Shedd Aquarium, where he delivers programs 
that demonstrate Shedd’s commitment to Great Lakes conservation and sustainability, both at the Aquarium and 
within the larger Great Lakes community. His expertise in local conservation issues serves Shedd’s mission by 
broadening experience and understanding of Great Lakes ecological and sustainability issues through staff 
engagement and educational programs that link Great Lakes species, habitats and human activities that affect 
aquatic life. Reid also delivers Shedd’s Right Bite sustainable seafood program to engage Chicago area 
restaurants, chefs, culinary schools, distributors, and commercial kitchens to source and celebrate sustainable 
seafood, making sustainable options easily available in the Chicago market. Prior to his position at Shedd, Reid 
worked with The Nature Conservancy to improve landscape-scale conservation of the Great Lakes ecosystem. 
Reid graduated with a B.A. in Environmental Studies from the University of California, Santa Cruz, and 
completed a Masters in Environmental Science and Policy from the University of Chicago 
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National Audubon Society Membership 

New memberships only.  Sorry, not for renewal.  Join or give a gift subscription today at the special 
Lake County  

Audubon Society 

audbirds@aol.com    847.362.5134 
 

Introductory rate of just $20…43% off the basic rate 
Make checks payable to “National Audubon Society”.  Dues include $15 for AUDUBON magazine.  Please allow 
4-6 weeks from receipt of payment to receive your first issue of AUDUBON.  The National Audubon Society 
occasionally makes its membership list available to carefully selected organizations whose mailings you might find 
of interest.  To have your name omitted from this list, please check here.   

Mail your check and this form to: 
Lake County Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 332 
Libertyville, Illinois 60048 
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For those of you who saw Linda Breuer’s program  
on bird rehabilitation at our October 2012  meeting, perhaps  
you were as inspired as I have always been by  
Linda’s enthusiasm, passion, engaging stories, and  
the extraordinary work that she does. If you would  
like to know how you can help, please follow  
this link and donate in any way that you can.  
http://www.barnswallow.net/Just%20Dreaming.htm 

- Vic Taylor, LCAS Board Member
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