
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Warblerpaloosa: The Challenge of Photographing Tiny Avian Jewels  

General Meeting: Monday, Mar. 5,  7:30 pm    Libertyville Village Hall, 2nd Floor 

Speaker: Bill Reichert 

Nature Photographer 

Did you ever get the idea of doing something 

wild and crazy – challenging but doable?  Well 

that’s how this whole thing started – sort of a 

warbler photography challenge. 

How many warblers could be well-

photographed, not just seen but photographed, 

in about six weeks of travel??  

Nature photography and birds in particular 

currently occupy much of Bill’s  photography 

time.  Birds are challenging due to the 

cumbersome equipment and difficult subject 

matter which push the limits of both physical 

stamina, photographic technique and intimate 

knowledge of birds’ habits and habitats. 

The warbler photo trek began in late April 2017 

and concluded early in June traveling off and on 

with two great friends and superb fellow birder 

photographers and guides, Greg Lavaty and Wes 

Fritz.  

The result, 45 species and 1 hybrid captured on 

camera.  Come and enjoy the journey!! 

Bill is a lifelong resident of the Chicago area, 

and resides in Vernon Hills.  Other interests are 

nature, off road camping, and travel.  
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Bird Brains: Fascinating Evidence of Avian Intelligence 
General Meeting:  Monday, Feb. 5,  7:30 pm    Libertyville Village Hall 2nd Floor 

Speakers: Emma England and Diane Rosenberg 

Audubon Board Members 

Audubon Board members Emma England and 

Diane Rosenberg will present a program centered 

on some of the new studies illustrating the 

incredible mental capabilities of birds. Using 

photos, film clips, and information from scientific 

reports and recently published books, Emma and 

Diane will provide some examples of the amazing 

abilities of parrots, crows, and other birds. The 

skillful use of tools among some bird species and 

the creativity exhibited by other species in puzzle 

solving will be discussed. 

 

 

 

Both Emma and Diane have had great interest 

in this topic and have followed the research for 

many years. The English language has many 

derogatory expressions related to birds as for 

example, lame duck, hen pecked, turkey, lay an 

egg, but this presentation will be, in the most 

positive use of the term, for the birds! 

 

 

 

    For up-to-date listings, go to 
 
www.lakecountyaudubon.org 

 

Or scan the QR code below 

GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT  

 
The 21st annual Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) will be held Friday, February 16, through 

Monday, February 19, 2018. The GBBC is a free, fun, and easy event that engages bird 

watchers of all ages and abilities in counting birds to create a real-time snapshot of bird 

populations. This is a perfect opportunity to be a Citizen Scientist. Participants are asked to 

count birds for as little as 15 minutes, or as long as they wish, on one or more days of the four-

day event and report their sightings online at birdcount.org.  

 

Each checklist submitted during the GBBC helps researchers at the Cornell Lab of 

Ornithology and the National Audubon Society learn more about how birds are doing, and how 

to protect them and the environment we share. Visit http://www.audubon.org/content/about-

great-backyard-bird-count  

 

 

http://www.lakecountyaudubon.org/
http://www.birdcount.org/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
http://www.audubon.org/
http://www.audubon.org/content/about-great-backyard-bird-count
http://www.audubon.org/content/about-great-backyard-bird-count
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*CLIMATE WATCH* PROGRAM                                                        
Credit: National Audubon Society website 
 
Climate change is the biggest threat to birds around the world. Learn how you can help by counting climate-threatened 

species. Audubon’s Birds and Climate Change Report predicts that over half of North American bird species will lose more 

than 50 percent of their current climatic range by 2080. To test these predictions, Audubon is running the new citizen and 

community science project Climate Watch. Climate Watch aims to document species’ responses to climate change by having 

volunteers in the field look for birds where Audubon’s climate models project they should be in the 2020s.  
 
Target Species 

The Climate Watch survey will focus on specific species for which our climate models have strong predictions and which 

have a high detectability in the field. For 2018 we will focus on two groups of species: bluebirds and nuthatches. 

Specifically, Climate Watch participants are asked to survey for Eastern, Western, and Mountain bluebirds and/or White-

breasted, Red-breasted, Brown-headed, and Pygmy nuthatches.  
 
Climate Watch occurs over two distinct thirty-day periods each year in the winter and in the summer breeding season. The 

first phases of the pilot occurred in January and June 2016 and January 2017. The next survey will cover the winter season 

and will take place January 15 - February 15, 2018, and is open to all interested Audubon chapters and centers, in addition 

to organized groups with an interest in birds . The summer survey season will be May 15–June 15, 2018. 

Consult http://www.audubon.org/conservation/climate-watch-program for more information.  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 
  

         

GREAT LAKES CHAPTER GATHERING                                                                     by Chris Geiselhart 
 
Your Audubon Society co-hosted with Audubon Great Lakes a weekend conference of Audubon chapters that border the 

Great Lakes. Illinois members met with representatives from New York, Ohio, Michigan, and Indiana on the weekend of 

November 3-5. Activities included a Friday tour of the Waukegan Harbor Area of Concern Under Recovery and a 

nighttime Owl Prowl at Old School Forest Preserve. We spent the next two days with a variety of activities that included 

listening to reports about Great Lakes issues and goals; an update on Washington, DC political activities; workshops on 

how to succeed in approaching elected officials; and presentations on Community Science for Conservation Success (local 

marsh bird and water monitoring projects) and a new program called Climate Watch*.  The next conference is expected to 

be in Spring 2018. 

 
 
 

LIBERTYVILLE OPEN SPACE ACTIVITIES                                                                  by Paul Geiselhart 
 
Lake County Audubon Society members, and others, have participated in various activities to benefit Libertyville 

Township Open Space land. On Saturday, September 23, a group gathered for 3 hours to do maintenance work on trees and 

shrubs planted a year ago along the Bull Creek Trail Spur. They also labored to eliminate a stand of buckthorn that lines 

the trail. Three Saturdays in October saw volunteers working to plant trees on newly-designated property along Casey 

Road near Almond. 125 trees were planted and are off to a good start for future generations.  

CELL TOWER ACTIVISM                                                     Information courtesy of the American Bird Conservancy 
 
If you notice a cell tower that has a steady red light on at night, be aware that these lights are a key factor in bird mortality due to tower 

height of 350 feet or more above ground level that pose the greatest threat. You can help by accessing a pilot app that will show you a 

map of towers and contact information to let tower owners know of your concern and that they can save money on electrical 

consumption by converting to blinking lights. The app is: https://www.songbirdsaver.org/ (Click Desktop) The SongbirdSaver app is 

now in testing before a larger rollout planned for later this year. Please give it a try, provide your feedback, and be part of a simple 

change that will save birds in your community!   
 
Hundreds of tall towers across the U.S. have already updated their lighting to reduce bird collisions and reduce operating costs. The 

change was urged by the Federal Communications Commission, which launched a policy encouraging tower operators to adopt bird-

friendly and energy-saving lighting configurations. 
  
(Note: Some of the data driving the app – including tower owner e-mail addresses – may be out of date. If you receive an email bounce-

back from a tower operator, please print and mail your letter. Please provide your feedback on Songbird Saver to ABC’s Steve 

Holmer at      http://bbcnewsboard.blogspot.com/2017/10/fwd-songbird-saver-test-new-app-to-help.html 

 

 

http://climate.audubon.org/
https://nationalaudubon.box.com/s/ssbqpr4kwdz6rw3k247btpknuwadsqtl
http://www.audubon.org/conservation/climate-watch-program
https://www.songbirdsaver.org/
https://www.songbirdsaver.org/
https://www.songbirdsaver.org/
mailto:sholmer@abcbirds.org
mailto:sholmer@abcbirds.org
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Winter Bird Feeding                                                                                                                            by Don Wilson 

References: National Audubon Society and Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology 
  
In the winter you can watch non-migratory birds from the comfort of your home by placing bird feeders in your yard.    Here 

are a few tips about feeding birds in the winter. 

Seeds - Black oiler sunflowers attract the greatest numbers of species because they are nutritious, high in fat, small and have 

thin shells that are easy to crack.  Safflower seed is appreciated by cardinals and has limited appeal for starlings, house 

sparrows, and squirrels.  Peanuts / peanut pieces are also eaten by many birds.  Ground feeding birds also prefer white proso 

millet.  You can also create your own mix of black oiler sunflower seeds, white proso millet, and cracked corn.  Avoid seed 

mixes that have milo, wheat, and oats which are not preferred by most birds.   Nyger (thistle) seed requires a special feeder 

but will attract pine siskins, goldfinches, redpolls, and house finches.  Store all seed in a dry area to prevent the seed from 

becoming wet and moldy.  Seed can be purchased at a variety of stores, and often times will be on sale. 

Suet and Peanut Butter - Chickadees, woodpeckers, and nuthatches are attracted to suet and peanut butter.  Beef suet can be 

purchased at grocery stores, commercial suet can be purchased at a variety of stores, or you can make your own.    Suet cakes 

can be placed in feeders made for the cakes.  Another simple feeder is to drill holes in a log and fill the holes with suet.  See 

the Lake County Audubon website for recipes for suet and vegetarian suet.  http://www.lakecountyaudubon.org/information/ 

Feeders – Fall into 3 categories:  tray, hoppers, and tube feeders.  Tray feeders are placed close to the ground to attract ground 

feeding birds.  Hopper feeders and tube feeders are often hung from trees or shepherd’s hooks.  Feeders should be placed 

close to natural shelters like trees and shrubs.  Resting and escape cover near feeders can be made by placing loosely stacked 

brush piles near feeders.  Place feeders several feet apart to avoid overcrowding.    

Water – Birds need fresh water to drink and bathe.  A shallow easy to clean bird bath is best.  An immersion style water 

heater will keep the bath from freezing. 

Cleaning feeders – Feeders should be cleaned with soap and water about every 2 weeks.  It may be good to rinse the feeders 

in a weak bleach solution to minimize disease that can be transferred at the feeders.  Allow the feeder to dry before refilling 

them. 

 
GO Lake County                                                                                                                                                   by Diane Rosenberg 
 
The Live Well Lake County Committee is leading a county-wide initiative called GO LAKE COUNTY. The goal of the 

initiative is to encourage ALL Lake County residents to get GOing by simply walking 30 minutes each day. The rates of 

obesity, hypertension, and diabetes are rising nation-wide and a recent health survey of Lake County residents found that 57% 

of Lake County adults are overweight. Only 36% of Lake County adults walk 30 minutes a day and 18% of the population 

reported no activity in the past 30 days.  

Lake County Audubon Board members attended a recent GO workshop that focused on how different organizations within 

Lake County might work together to encourage better health through walking.  Our Audubon Board has preliminarily reached 

out to several Park Districts with the suggestion that Audubon members might act as nature guides  and go along for a few of 

the Park District walks . GO Lake County is scheduled to launch in June, 2018. Watch for information regarding GO programs 

in your neighborhood and commit to get out and GO!  If you’re interested in leading or assisting in a nature walk please 

contact any member of the Lake County Audubon Board.  

 

Red Crossbill Irruption                                                                                                               by Emma England 
 
The Red Crossbill is a stocky passerine bird in the finch family. Crossbills have distinctive mandibles, crossed at the tips, 

which enable them to extract seeds from conifer cones and other fruits. When foraging, they are agile and acrobatic, climbing 

over pine cones or dangling upside down while using both their feet and bills to grip. They wedge their bill into a cone to force 

the cone's scales apart, and use their tongues to sweep the seeds into their mouths. Adults are often brightly colored, with red 

or orange males and green or yellow females, but there is wide variation in color, beak size and shape, and call types. 
 
The Red Crossbill breeds in the spruce forests of North America. This crossbill is mainly resident, but often irrupts south when 

the cone crop fails and the birds seek richer cone crops in other areas. This species forms flocks outside the breeding season, 

often mixed with other crossbills. 
 
At least partially due to drought conditions followed by a record wet spring and summer in the Northeast, this year there is 

forecast to be a large irruption event the size of which is seen only once in a couple of decades. 
 
Sightings of Red Crossbills in Lake County began in late October and continued into November. Lyons Woods and Van 

Patten Woods both had several sightings with small flocks of Red Crossbills seen feeding in the pine stands. Check eBird for 

further sightings: www.ebird.org. 
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Name:  
Address:  
City:  IL 

Zip:  Phone: 

Email:  
Renewing Member, Please Check Here    

 
 

We have achieved 501(c)(3) status. What do these sometimes mysterious numbers mean? 

This status means that we are not only an Illinois non-profit, as we have been, but have 

received the designation that will enable donors to deduct the value of gifts and property to 

the Lake County Audubon Society on their Federal Income Tax forms. We are “also 

qualified to receive tax deductible bequests, devises, transfers or gifts under Section 2055, 

2106, or 2522.” Note: Your donation will be used fully towards our mission; our society is 

all volunteers, there are no administration fees taken out. To enhance the ease of donating 

online, LCAS has a PayPal account linked to our website.  www.lakecountyaudubon.org 
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National Audubon Society 

Lake County 

Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 332 

Libertyville, IL 60048 

DATED MATERIAL!! 

 
Please do not take the “or Current Resident” on the 

address label personally.  It is done to conform to 

current mass mailing requirements and avoid 

expensive mail returns due to old addresses. 

 

This newsletter was printed using soy-based ink on paper with 100% post-consumer recycled content processed chlorine free. 

National Audubon Society Membership 

Join or give a gift subscription today at the special rate of just $20 

Make checks payable to “Lake County Audubon Society”.  Dues include NATIONAL AUDUBON 

magazine.  Allow 4-6 weeks from receipt of payment to receive your first issue of AUDUBON.  The National 

Audubon Society occasionally makes its membership list available to carefully selected organizations whose 

mailings you might find of interest.  To have your name omitted from this list, please check here.   

Mail your check and this form to: 

Lake County Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 332 

Libertyville, IL  60048 
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Lake County Audubon Society Non-Profit Status 

If you know of any individual, organization, or corporation that would like to help support the publication of 
future newsletters, please contact audbirds@aol.org  LCAS is a 501(c)(3) organization and all donations are 
tax deductible 
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