
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birding Lake County  
General Meeting: Monday, Mar. 6, 7:30 PM    Libertyville Village Hall, 2nd Floor  

Speaker: Nan Buckardt 

Director of Education for the Lake County Forest Preserve District 

Over 350 species of birds have been recorded in 

Lake County. You want to get out there to see 

them all but have limited time or don’t know for 

sure where to start.  Learn about locations in 

Lake County that will maximize your chances 

of seeing certain groups of birds.   
 

Looking for spring waterfowl?  Where should 

you bird to see neo-tropical migrants?  Are there 

specialties that you might see?   Then this 

program is for you! 

 

Nan Buckardt says she has the privilege of 

having a career that feeds her passion for 

birds.  As Director of Education for the Lake 

County Forest Preserve District for more than 30 

years, she leads a team that brings their 

environmental message to more than 60,000 

people annually.  Nan’s most favorite time is 

birding with her husband and adult 

children.  Family vacations are always wrapped 

around exploring new habitats and looking at 

birds.  
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Like No Other Place on Earth 
General Meeting:  Monday, Feb. 6, 7:30 PM    Libertyville Village Hall 2nd Floor 

Speaker: Ken Klick 

Restoration Ecologist for the Lake County Forest Preserve District 

Lake County’s rich diversity of native plants and 

animals has excited naturalists for many years; 

historic descriptions note bison, ruffed grouse and 

lynx roaming our once expansive prairies and 

woodlands.  Today there are sightings of 

mountain lion, bobcat and wolves passing 

through our suburbanized landscape. Our 

County’s plant diversity is equally unique and 

varied, with habitats ranging from glacial relic 

bogs with rare carnivorous plants, to dry dunes 

supporting plants typical of the arid Great Plains. 

These and other diverse habitats truly place Lake 

County in the crossroads of biological diversity. 

Ken’s program will explore Lake County’s 

unique geologic, climatic, and human history 

which has shaped our biologic diversity of 

native plants and animals. Special attention will 

be given to species where volunteer support has 

assisted the Lake County Forest Preserve 

District in protecting and expanding habitat so 

that these species of concern can persist for the 

future generations. 
 

Ken Klick is a botanist and naturalist, and has 

served as a professional restoration ecologist for 

the Lake County Forest Preserve District for 

over 22 years. 

 

 

    For up-to-date listings, go to 
 
www.lakecountyaudubon.org 

 

Or scan the QR code below 

DATES TO REMEMBER: The 118
th

 Christmas Bird Count and The Great 

Backyard Bird Count (GBBC)!  
The Annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count will be held Wednesday, 12/14 through Thursday 
1/15/17. Begun over a century ago, the Christmas Bird Count is the longest running Citizen 
Science Survey in the world!  Since the survey is based on a specific method, you will need to 
arrange in advance to participate in the count. Go to http://birds.audubon.org/chrismas-bird-count 
The survey data is collected through more than 2,300 “circles” of participants. The data is critical 
to determine bird population trends – you can help – and it’ll be fun too! 
 
The Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) is conducted by National Audubon and the Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology and takes place President Days weekend each February. This year’s dates are 
Friday, 2/17/17 through Monday, 2/20/17. Anyone can participate in this bird count – and bird 
watchers of all ages are encouraged to watch for as little as 15 minutes or for as long as they’d 
like! The data collected from the backyards and communities across the US, Canada, and other 
countries in the Western Hemisphere are entered into the GBBC and provide a real time 
“snapshot” of our bird population. Check out the official web site at: www.birdcount.org  
 

http://www.lakecountyaudubon.org/
http://birds.audubon.org/chrismas-bird-count
http://www.birdcount.org/
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Rare Shorebird Sighted on Waukegan Beach           by Emma England  

 
I subscribe to the Lake County Rare Bird Alert from eBird (go to 

www.ebird.org/ebird/alerts to subscribe) and in late November I got an email 

that a Purple Sandpiper had been seen on Waukegan Beach. The Purple 

Sandpiper breeds in the arctic and winters along the Eastern coast. Once every 

few years it has been sighted along the jetty at Waukegan Beach, but it has not 

been seen in Illinois for the last four years. So on a cold day with winds sending 

waves crashing over the jetty and ice under foot, I grabbed my camera and went 

to look for the bird. When I arrived, I could tell where it was by the small group 

of birders and photographers gathered on the pier. I nervously headed over the 

ice and got my first glimpse of the pretty bird. It’s not really purple, more of a 

grayish color on its back. Its legs, feet and the base of the bill are bright orange. 

It was resting with its bill nestled into its feathers. I stayed for about 45 minutes 

watching it at a distance that did not disturb the bird. By now I was very cold 

and had been soaked by several waves, but it had all been worth it to see another lifer. 

 

 

Almond Marsh Rookery Update by Jack Nowak 

 

Back in October of 2016, volunteers from the Lake County Audubon Board canoed 

out to the island at Almond Marsh. We added four more nesting platforms to 

continue the effort of preserving the rookery because of the loss of trees in the 

marsh. We had to make multiple trips with supplies and two 20-foot long 4x4s. We 

dug 3-4 foot deep holes for each and hoisted the 4x4s, with platforms attached, into 

the holes and also attached a lower platform on each of the two structures to 

accommodate two more heron nests. The Great Blue Herons will start returning to 

the rookery the second week in March. Audubon will host a Welcome Back Herons 

event Saturday, April 8, at 8:00am, as the herons start their nesting season.  

 

  

Wild Things Conference  
Registration is open for the 2017 Wild Things Conference (www.wildthingscommunity.org/wild-things-conference-

2017/registration).  The conference will be held at UIC Forum from 9am-6pm on Saturday February 18th. 
 
The Bird Conservation Network (BCN) will be holding a bird monitor training session.  Please stop by to share your monitoring 

experience or encourage a friend to attend.  Do you want to make a difference for birds? Why not join BCN's group of citizen scientists 

and become a bird monitor?  Join BCN representatives to learn all about the region's largest bird survey. Hear about how you can get 

involved and priority sites that need monitors. The session titled The BCN Survey: Monitoring Chicagoland’s Birds will be held at 12:50 

- 1:20pm. 

 
 
Audubon Council of Illinois (ACI)  Report       by Glen Moss 
 
Our chapter is an integral part of ACI.  Reported at the last meeting, the National Audubon Convention will be held in Park City, Utah, 

July 14 to 17, 2017.  Rebeccah Sanders, executive director Audubon Great Lakes, reported about the Great Lakes Initiative which will 

study climate and environmental changes in our area.  National Audubon is promoting birdscaping through plantings for food and shelter, 

and our chapter is in the forefront of this activity.  Watch for an Audubon table at the Flower Show March 18-26 at Navy Pier.  In 2018 

there will be a Convention of the Great Lakes Chapters.  The Audubon Council of Illinois website is: www.auduboncil.org 

 

Chuck Goering, better known as Barrelhouse Chuck, died from cancer December 12, at Condell Hospital in Libertyville.  To Lake 

County Audubon he was a real friend, having donated his talents as a barrelhouse blues piano player to perform at our very first fund 

raiser in September 2015 at O’Tooles.  Chuck lived in Libertyville and was musically known throughout the world, being the top billing 

at the Blues and Roots Festival in Sweden in May.  This October Chuck was inducted into the Chicago Blues Hall of Fame rounding out 

the numerous blues musical awards and nominations he has had for years.  He was a lover of animals and when asked to donate his 

talents for our event without hesitation said “of course, I will do it for nature and the birds.”  Before the afternoon of the event was over 

he told the audience he would be glad to be back to perform next year.  His last album released at Old Town School of Folk Music in 

September was titled “Remembering the Masters.”  Now Chuck is a master to remember. 

http://www.wildthingscommunity.org/wild-things-conference-2017/registration
http://www.wildthingscommunity.org/wild-things-conference-2017/registration
http://www.auduboncil.org/
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Why We Birdscape by Paul Geiselhart 

 

In early November, your Lake County Audubon Society volunteers completed 

our third Birdscaping Project, planting native trees and shrubs in the Liberty 

Prairie Reserve.  Once again, we were very appreciative of the cooperation with 

the Libertyville Township Open Space District. We were fortunate to have two 

Saturdays with bright sunny skies and pleasant temperatures.  
 
A total of seventy volunteers, including a number of high school and grade 

school students, provided the heft and energy needed to plant 200 native shrubs 

and 49 native trees. We were impressed with their dedication to get the work 

done.  
 
LCAS planners selected various trees and shrubs to provide not only shelter but 

food for the various birds that populate or visit the area. For example, we chose 

elderberry, witch hazel, and spicebush shrubs, among others, that would fill out 

and provide both. We planted varieties of oak, swamp and bur oak, for food, 

ironwood and sycamore for shelter.  
 
The area planted was along the new Bull Creek Spur Trail completed this past 

summer. This area, like most of the lands in the area, was farmed beginning in 

the mid-1800s. By the turn of the century, farm fields were being converted to 

cow pastures due to the depletion of soil nutrients, causing the crop farmers to 

move west to new farming opportunities. 
  
Libertyville Township and Conserve Lake County have been working to restore this area for the last twenty years. It’s 

exciting to see some of the old prairie plants reemerge after being covered for decades. Unfortunately the areas are usually 

very small and referred to as “prairie remnants”. 
 
Crop and dairy farming were very effective in removing the native forbs, grasses and trees from the land. They were replaced 

with other plants brought from the settlers’ native countries.  Buckthorn is the one you may recognize.  So complete was the 

erasure of the prairie plants over the years that few people were aware of the many varieties of prairie plants. 
  
One who did notice was Edward S. Lawson who traveled Lake County as a hardware salesman during the 1920s and 1930s 

and heard all the local stories, recording them for his book, A History of Warren Township.  He observed the following:  

“I do not know of any spot in the [Warren] township, nor in the county either, where the prairie sod is unbroken and the wild 

flowers grow as they did when I was a youngster, and I fear that most of them have shared the fate of the wild pigeon and 

vanished from the earth.”  
 
One of our purposes in sponsoring the Birdscaping Program is to make sure Edward Lawson’s worst fears do not come true.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birdscaping Personal Story by Paul Geiselhart 

 

Over the years we have had our own Birdscaping Program in our yard, which once was a farm, then a golf course. We 

grow a variety of prairie plants that have developed over time. We learned that the many grasses and forbs (native 

flowers) we’d planted attracted not only birds we’d never seen before but also a variety of pollinators. These were 

essential for the propagation of what we’d planted in our decorative gardens as well as for our vegetable and fruit garden. 

We have more bees and butterflies as well. 
 
Several times we have gathered seeds from one area of our property and spread them on the snow in another area, 

watching carefully for the weather that will gently melt the snow and seeds into the ground. It’s always a surprise to see 

the results, sometime delayed for a few years, but then voilà! 
 

Editor’s Note 

Winter is a good time to think about what changes to consider making to your landscape. Look into types of plants that 

would suit your soil, water, and light conditions, and try to enrich your yard with bird-and-pollinator attracting varieties. 

A good reference is the Prairie Nursery Catalog, http://www.prairienursery.com/ 
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Name:  
Address:  
City:  IL 

Zip:  Phone: 

Email:  
Renewing Member, Please Check Here    

 
 

After much time and effort, we have achieved 501(c)(3) status. What do these sometimes 

mysterious numbers mean? This status means that we are not only an Illinois non-profit, as 

we have been, but have received the designation that will enable donors to deduct the value 

of gifts and property to the Lake County Audubon Society on their Federal Income Tax 

forms. We are “also qualified to receive tax deductible bequests, devises, transfers or gifts 

under Section 2055, 2106, or 2522.” Note: Your donation will be used fully towards our 

mission; our society is all volunteers, there are no administration fees taken out. To enhance 

the ease of donating online, LCAS has a PayPal account linked to our 

website.  www.lakecountyaudubon.org 
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National Audubon Society 

Lake County 

Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 332 

Libertyville, IL 60048 

DATED MATERIAL!! 

 
Please do not take the “or Current Resident” on the 

address label personally.  It is done to conform to 

current mass mailing requirements and avoid 

expensive mail returns due to old addresses. 

 

This newsletter was printed using soy-based ink on paper with 100% post-consumer recycled content processed chlorine free. 

National Audubon Society Membership 

Join or give a gift subscription today at the special rate of just $20 

Make checks payable to “Lake County Audubon Society”.  Dues include $15 for AUDUBON magazine.  

Allow 4-6 weeks from receipt of payment to receive your first issue of AUDUBON.  The National Audubon 

Society occasionally makes its membership list available to carefully selected organizations whose mailings you 

might find of interest.  To have your name omitted from this list, please check here.   

Mail your check and this form to: 

Lake County Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 332 

Libertyville, IL  60048 
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Lake County Audubon Society Non-Profit Status 

If you know of any individual, organization, or corporation that would like to help support the publication of 
future newsletters, please contact audbirds@aol.org  LCAS is a 501(c)(3) organization and all donations are 
tax deductible 
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http://www.lakecountyaudubon.org/
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