
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

New Lake County Audubon Website goes live! 
.  

 

Nature Photography 
General Meeting: Monday, Mar 2,   7:30 PM    Libertyville Village Hall, 2nd Floor  

Speaker: Emma England, LCAS Board Member 
 

 

 

What do you think of when you hear the  

word sustainability and what does it have to do with seafood? Take a deep dive 

into the history of fisheries and seafood sustainability and understand the human 

impact on the world’s aquatic ecosystems. Learn what’s being done and who’s 

involved in making fisheries and seafood more sustainable. Learn how each of us 

can make a difference so this precious, delicious, and nutritious food source can be 

enjoyed in the wild and at the dinner table for generations to come. So, take the 

Right Bite Challenge – you can help protect the world’s oceans, rivers, and lakes 

by what’s on your plate!  

(See more on Reid on page 3) 

Through conservation, monitoring, and her 

background in biology, Emma’s work has 

further developed her as a nature 

photographer.  She will show images 

depicting the wide variety of wildlife that 

can be seen in Lake County. The main 

focus of the program will be bird 

photography, and the differences between 

bird species in Europe and the U.S. will be 

illustrated. Born in England where she 

trained in biology, Emma later moved to 

Sweden for two years where she trained in 

photography and specialized in bird 

photography. In 2012 she moved to the 

U.S. and volunteered for many non-profit 

groups specializing in monitoring and 

restoration of wildlife habitats. Emma has 

also competed and won several awards in 

various camera clubs. Emma will provide 

information and tips for those interested in 

starting out in nature photography. Details 

will be given of a yearly nature 

photography competition that LCAS will 

be introducing in 2015. 
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Living Green Fair – Sat. 
March 21 – Libertyville Civic 
Center, 135 W. Church, 
Libertyville 

 

 

 

 

 

    For up-to-date listings, go to 
www.lakecountyaudubon.org 
 
Or scan the QR code below. 

The Lake County Audubon Society 

website has been re-designed. It still has 

all the great information from the 

previous website such as details on the 

program schedule but it also has some 

new features including a birding page. 

This page gives information on birding 

hotspots and links to bird sightings in 

Lake County. It also features a bird of 

the month. Our photo gallery shows  

images of birds seen in Lake County and 

we welcome submission of new photos. 

Please see the information page for photo 

submission guidelines.  
 
So why not take a look at 

http://www.lakecountyaudubon.org . The 

website also has a link to the Lake 

County Audubon Facebook page.  Please 

remember to like and share our Facebook 

posts and post your own news and photos. 
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Butterflies of the American Prairie 

General Meeting:  Monday, Feb 2,    7:30 PM  Libertyville Village Hall 2nd Floor 

Speaker: Doug Taron, Director of Illinois Butterfly Monitoring Network  

This presentation explores the butterfly 

species of northeastern Illinois, their life 

cycles, and their ecology, with special 

emphasis on the relationship between 

caterpillar food plants and habitat.  Presenter 

Doug Taron's digital images showcase local 

species from urban environments, prairies, 

wetlands, and woodlands and document 

regional butterfly conservation efforts being 

 

  

undertaken at the Peggy Notebaert Nature 

Museum in Chicago.   Doug is Director of 

the Illinois Butterfly Monitoring Network 

and President and co-steward of Friends of 

Bluff Spring Fen. He serves on the Board of 

International Association of Butterfly 

Exhibitors and Suppliers, and the Mayor’s 

Committee for Nature and Wildlife in 

Chicago, Alliance of Museums. 

http://www.lakecountyaudubon.org/
http://www.lakecountyaudubon.org/
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Audubon Adventures Report 2013-2014                                                by Diane Rosenberg 

 
Our Lake County Audubon Society supports local educators through funding subscriptions to Audubon Adventures. 
Audubon Adventures (grades 3-5 ) is an award winning environmental education program about the natural world. 
The program may be used in the classroom or for after-school programs and meets the state’s “Common Core” 
requirements and standards in science and language arts. 

During the 2013-2014 school year, Lake County Audubon supplied a total of 16 subscriptions to 8 different schools. 
Approximately 675 students received the publication at a final cost of a little over a dollar/student!   Your financial 
support made this possible - thank you! 

Here are some of the comments we’ve received from the teachers – “I love the variety of text features with photos -
they are good classroom resources for non-fiction materials. That’s what Common Core Standards require.”  

“The students found the materials to be ‘fun’ reading… students who are having fun learning new subjects are more 
engaged in the learning process.”   “The materials offered regular reminders and challenges to practice being good 
stewards of the planet and its resources…we witness children thinking and talking about what THEY can do to be 
better stewards…” 

Often, when we look around during our monthly program meetings, we note that our membership is “older”.  
Members worry about not being able to reach more young people. What possibly could be more rewarding than 
knowing that our Lake County Audubon Society is supporting educating children about environmental issues?  Isn’t it 
terrific to hear a teacher report that students, through their experience with Audubon Adventures, think and talk about 
THEIR role in being stewards of our earth!  

This year, for the first time, Audubon Adventures is being released as a “Digital Plus Classroom Kit” for a 
subscription cost of only $16. This year’s topics are “Wild About Birds”, The Buzz About Native Bees”, and “Birds 
and Other Wildlife of Our Towns and Cities”.  There are 8 different sets of Printed Classroom Kits, covering various 
environmental timely topics, at the cost of $42.45/kit.  If you know of a teacher who might benefit from receiving 
Audubon Adventures, please contact Diane Rosenberg, dbsr333@aol.com.  Donations to fund subscriptions are 
always welcome! Last year we weren’t able to meet all requests.  Check out www.audubonadventures.org to learn 
more! 

 

The Right Bite - program follow up 
 
At our Nov. 3 Audubon meeting, Reid Bogert, of the Shedd Museum, gave an enlightening PowerPoint presentation on 

the Right Bite program. It involves making wise choices about the best kinds of seafood to buy to reduce overfishing, 

destructive fishing, and fish-farming practices. The program is based on research conducted by Monterey Bay 

Aquarium Seafood Watch scientists.  
 
He handed out wallet guides that are easy for consumers to use in supermarkets and restaurants when making seafood 

purchases. These Right Bite Sustainable Seafood Guides will be available at subsequent LC Audubon meetings.  
 
There is a Seafood Watch free mobile app as well. Visit Seafood Watch Mobile App from the Monterey Bay Aquarium 

www.seafoodwatch.org/seafood-recommendations/our-app 
 
The Seafood Watch app for iPhone and Android makes it easy to choose seafood and sushi that's good for you and good 

for the oceans. 
 

Mark your Calendars 
 
The 115th Annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count will take place Dec 14, 2014 to January 5, 2015.  The longest 

running Citizen Science survey in the world, Christmas Bird Count provides critical data on population trends. Tens of 

thousands of participants know that it is also a lot of fun.  Data from the over 2,300 circles are entered after the count 

and become available to query under the Data & Research link. To learn more about the CBC go to    

http://birds.audubon.org/christmas-bird-count 
 
The 18th annual GBBC will be held Friday, February 13, through Monday, February 16, 2015. Please visit the 

official website at www.birdcount.org for more information.  The Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) is an annual 

four-day event that engages bird watchers of all ages in counting birds to create a real-time snapshot of bird populations. 

mailto:dbsr333@aol.com
http://www.audubonadventures.org/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=seafood%20watch%20app&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.seafoodwatch.org%2Fseafood-recommendations%2Four-app&ei=1u1cVIfHDcv2yQTb7YKICg&usg=AFQjCNH-Ah4aQe4XL1uXb5wtxz08JwEPsw
http://www.seafoodwatch.org/seafood-recommendations/our-app
http://birds.audubon.org/christmas-bird-count
http://www.birdcount.org/
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By all accounts, it will be years—at least—before the research is completed and regulatory decisions are finalized. In the 

meantime, the European Union has imposed a two-year ban on three of the most common neonicotinoids, in response to what 

has been described as an ongoing threat to the world’s food production systems because of impacts to pollinators. A wide 

range of conservation groups endorsed a bill introduced in the U.S. Congress by Reps. John Conyers (D-MI) and Earl 

Blumenthal (D-OR). Called the “Save America’s Pollinators Act of 2013,” it would force the EPA to suspend certain 

neonicotinoid compounds.  
 
So far, the EPA has chosen to forgo even a temporary ban on neonics, or to endorse the recent call for an independent review 

of threats posed by these pesticides. Instead the EPA has launched a multi-year review of the neonics.  American Bird 

Conservancy(ABC) and other groups have asked the EPA to compress the timeline for that review, but so far the agency has 

expressed unwillingness to do so. The companies that manufacture most of the world’s neonicotinoids—Bayer and 

Syngenta—continue to insist that these chemical compounds are only harming “target insects” and not honeybees, aquatic 

invertebrates, or the birds that eat them.  
 
Due to such environmental concerns, according to Cynthia Palmer, author and researcher for the ABC, “Home Depot has 

announced that it will be requiring its suppliers to label any plants treated with neonics.  Home Depot is looking at the 

possibility of eliminating neonics from its supply chain altogether (if this can be done without hurting plant health).  At least 

10 smaller retailers have also pledged to take similar measures.” 
 
The common neonic chemicals include: Clothianidin, Imidacloprid, Thiamethoxam, Dinotefuran, Thiacloprid, Acetamiprid. 

Visit www.lakecountyaudubon for a more complete list. 
 
Research will continue to determine just how dangerous these pesticides are. The very big question is: What effect do neonics 

have on the humans who eat the food whose production used them? “This is obviously a critically important question with 

major repercussions for all of us, especially given the ubiquity of these chemicals in our food supply and waterways.” 

(Cynthia Palmer) 
 
Check out Home Depot’s list of products that are neonics-free at this link: 
http://www.homedepot.com/hdus/en_US/DTCCOM/HomePage/Categories/Outdoor/Garden_Center/Docs/Bee_Safe_Pesticides_1.pdf  
 
Ed. Note: This article was excerpted with permission from “The Neonic Problem: Racing to Gauge a Global Threat to Birds and Bees” by Cynthia 
Palmer. It first appeared in Bird Conservation, the Magazine of American Bird Conservancy, Winter 2013-2014, published by the American Bird 
Conservancy. To learn more, go to http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/policy/toxins/Neonic_FINAL.pdf. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are Neonics Hiding Around Your Place?     Part 2                              by Chris Geiselhart 
     

     

 

My Experiences as a Bird Monitor                                                                      by Emma England 
 

This year I became a bird monitor for the Bird Conservation Network (BCN) at Old School Forest Preserve. The BCN 

recruits monitors to keep a year-round watch on birds that nest, winter or migrate through a particular site.  At least five 

visits to your site must be conducted with two visits in the breeding season (June). 
  
In order to become a bird monitor you must be able to recognize birds by sight and sound. I am already an experienced 

birder but needed training to identify more birds by sound.  The BCN provides monitors a CD of the common birds in 

Illinois.  So when I was in my car I swapped my normal rock CDs for bird song! As with most things, practice makes 

perfect so I did several test-run surveys before starting my first survey in May.  
 
The survey is conducted by carrying out point counts at regular intervals along a transect. Birds are counted for five 

minutes at each point and also when walking in between points.  My points cover the majority of Old School Forest 

Preserve including the east and west of the preserve and my route is roughly 6 miles.  Bird monitoring is not for those that 

are late risers!  Your survey must begin as close to sunrise as possible and be finished by 9am at the latest.  On my first 

survey I arrived at Old School at 5:30am feeling half asleep.  However, I was soon overwhelmed by the noise of the bird 

song and was excited to see what I would find.   
 
My favorite times to monitor are May and September when the migratory birds are passing through.  It can be quite 

challenging to identify the Warblers especially when they have different plumage color in the Fall.  I always take my 

camera to photograph any birds I am not sure of so that I can identify them later on.  A huge variety of birds can be seen 

at Old School Forest Preserve such as Red-tailed Hawks, Warblers, Vireos, Thrashers and Indigo Buntings.  My favorite 

bird to find is the Eastern Towhee as its song sounds like “drink your tea”.  
 
Data collected is entered into a database called eBird which is a great source of searchable information on bird sightings. I 

also post a list of my sightings and photos on the Lake County Audubon Facebook page.  If you’re interested in becoming 

a bird monitor visit http://www.bcnbirds.org/ . 
 

http://www.lakecountyaudubon/
http://www.homedepot.com/hdus/en_US/DTCCOM/HomePage/Categories/Outdoor/Garden_Center/Docs/Bee_Safe_Pesticides_1.pdf
http://www.bcnbirds.org/
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For those of you who saw Linda Breuer’s program  

on bird rehabilitation at our October 2012  meeting, perhaps  

you were as inspired as I have always been by  

Linda’s enthusiasm, passion, engaging stories, and  

the extraordinary work that she does. If you would  

like to know how you can help, please follow  

this link and donate in any way that you can.  

http://www.barnswallow.net/Just%20Dreaming.htm 

- Vic Taylor, LCAS Board Member 
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