
 
 
 
 
 
  

Articles: 

 Why Shorelines Attract 
Birds 

 Birdscaping in the 
Liberty Prairie Preserve 

 Voluntary Guidelines for  
Wind Energy Farms 

 Bulbs for a Brighter 
Future 

 

   General Meetings 
    Libertyville Village Hall 
       118 W. Cook Avenue 
              Second Floor 

  Monday May 7,  7:30 PM 
  – Plants of Concern 
  –Annual election of officers 
 

 

   Activities 

  May 9, 7:30 AM to 9:00 AM 
Nature Walk at Old School 
Forest Preserve. Home 
schoolers especially welcome.  

  June 13, 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
Cheese & Crackers with  
the Birds at Almond Marsh 
Forest Preserve Rookery.  
Fun family-friendly evening  
with the Great Blue Herons. 
Binoculars, scopes, and 
refreshments provided.  
 

See our website for  
an up-to-date listing  

of birdwalks and activities. 
   www.lakecountyaudubon.org 
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General Meeting: May 7  7:30 PM      Libertyville Village Hall 

Plants of Concern: Chicago Botanic Garden 
Speaker: Susanne Masi, Manager of Regional Floristics  

and of the Plants of Concern Program 

Plants of Concern, a citizen science-based rare 
plant monitoring program coordinated through 
the Chicago Botanic Garden for Chicago 
Wilderness, completed its 11th year in 2011. 
Since 2001, POC has trained over 640 
dedicated volunteers, partnered with 111 
public (federal, state, local) and private 
landowners, and monitored 224 endangered, 
threatened and rare species at 313 sites. A 
standardized monitoring protocol, approved by 
an Advisory Group of land managers, scientists 
and volunteers, is used consistently throughout 
the region and makes comparison across state 
and county lines possible. A major program 
goal is to show changes in rare plant 
populations in response to management over 
time in an adaptive management process.  

This summer presentation describes the 
program structure and scope—presenting 
examples of some of the plants monitored and 
showing regional trends for selected rare 
species populations that are beginning to 
emerge from this long-term dataset. Results 

reported to land managers alert them of 
potential threats to populations, aid in creating 
management plans and indicate beneficial 
practices. Focus will be on real benefits for rare 
plants through examples that show responses of 
stewards and land managers—highlighting Lake 
County—to POC reports on threats to rare plant 
populations. A key point stresses how trained 
citizen scientist involvement contributes reliable 
scientific data and leverages scarce agency time 
and personnel resources.   

Susanne Masi has worked at the Chicago 
Botanic Garden since 1991 in the Plant 
Conservation and Science Department. Her 
duties at the Garden have included 
management of the CBG Herbarium, teaching, 
and research on and monitoring of Endangered 
Plant Species. In 2001 she co-founded the 
Plants of Concern program, a rare and 
endangered plant monitoring program that 
trains volunteers to conduct monitoring 
throughout the Chicago Wilderness region. 

 

Why Shorelines Attract Birds
The shorelines of large bodies of water are sure-fire bird accumulators.  
Northbound birds drop in after making landfall in the spring; southbound  
migrants congregate before setting out over the waves in the fall.  

But are shoreline habitats more important to birds than that? Working near the  
tip of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula in 1993 and 1994, researchers led by Nature  
Conservancy conservation scientist Dave Ewert tried to find out. They established nine two-mile-long 
transects perpendicular to the northern shoreline of Lake Huron. Then, every three to five days for a 
month in spring and fall, they counted birds at fixed locations along each line.  

When Ewert compared tallies, he realized that migrant landbirds in both seasons didn’t spread out 
evenly along the transects but concentrated less than a quarter mile from the shoreline. Even more 
surprising, spring migrants clustered along the shoreline before leaves there had unfurled — and before 
the insects that munch on them had become abundant. So-called phytophagous insects are a major 
food source for migrating birds. 

So what was attracting the birds? Midges — small, two-winged flies that hatch in the water, clouds of 
them.  

The results, Ewert suggests, point to the importance of certain shoreline habitats to migrating birds, 
and especially to early-season insect-eaters or birds that breed farther north, since they’re most likely to 
arrive before leafout in spring and be more dependent on aquatic insects. 

Birding Briefs, Birdwatching Magazine, April 2012.  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Two of this year’s programs, Laura Rericha with Insects and 
Plants: an Intricate Relationship (March) and Susanne Masi, 
Plants of Concern (May) are about the importance of native 
plants and their animal relationships.   

Lake County Audubon Society (LCAS) is pleased to 
announce a special program that supports this theme, 
building on the plant/animal relationship and the need to 
improve that relationship. We will do this by seeding high 
value native plants in our local Liberty Prairie Reserve.    

Society members are currently working with the Illinois 
Nature Preserves Commission, Libertyville Township Open 
Space District, and Liberty Prairie Conservancy to build a 
Birdscaping Program for a selected area within the Reserve. 
The property is located south of Casey Road and east of 
Route 21.  

Over the last few months, we have identified over a dozen 
native forbs and grasses that will help build the plant/animal 
habitat in the designated area, which is currently undergoing 
restoration. By replacing invasive species with high value 
plants, we will be encouraging animal habitat and providing 
high-nutrition food and shelter for animals including birds.  

 Birdscaping in the Liberty Prairie Reserve  by Paul Geiselhart 

American Bird Conservancy 

Mandatory, not Voluntary 

American Bird Conservancy (ABC) has called the final, voluntary 
wind guidelines released by the U.S. Department of the Interior 
(DOI) unenforceable, and will do little to protect millions of birds 
from the negative impacts of wind energy. 

 “ABC supports wind power when it is ‘bird-smart.’ Unfortunately, 
voluntary guidelines will result in more lawsuits, more bird deaths, 
and more government subsidies for bad projects, instead of what 
America needs: true green and bird-safe wind energy,” said Kelly 
Fuller, Wind Campaign Coordinator for ABC. 

 “The United States has had voluntary guidelines since 2003, and yet 
preventable bird deaths at wind farms keep occurring.”  

Petition 

In December, ABC formally petitioned the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) to establish a mandatory project permitting system (a 
process that would ensure that wind farms were well sited, operated, 
and mitigated). 

However, DOI rejected this petition. Had it been adopted, the 
proposal would have protected birds and provided legal certainty that 
wind developers in compliance with a permit would not have been 
subjected to criminal or civil penalties for violation of the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act (MBTA).  

The Society is raising funds to purchase  
native plant seeds for installation during  
May or June. Our goal is to plant up to  
six acres in the protected nature preserve  
areas where invasive plants such as  
buckthorn and honeysuckle are being  
removed. The plan is to install the seeds  
so that the mature plants will be visible from the existing prairie 
trails. More importantly, we will select plants that will bloom 
and produce food during different seasons in order to 
encourage migratory bird stopovers in future years.  

The Birdscaping Program supports the trend and demonstrates 
the benefit of native plants that can support unique animal 
habitat while improving the wildlife/birding experience as 
visitors hike the trails. The list of the forbs and grasses to be 
planted is posted at www.lakecountyaudubon.org.  

We invite you to be part of our Birdscaping Program by 
donating and/or volunteering to help on-site. Checks should be 
made out to LCAS and notated accordingly. If you have 
questions or wish to volunteer, please email us at 
audbirds@aol.com.  
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National Audubon Society 

Voluntary Guidelines  

Audubon was instrumental in including in the guidelines measures to 
address habitat fragmentation, one of the most significant potential 
impacts of wind development on birds. As a result, wind developers 
who cooperate with the guidelines will be expected to thoroughly 
analyze the impacts of their projects on habitat values and avoid and 
minimize approaches that cut up and divide important habitats like 
forests and grasslands making them less suitable for wildlife. 

The guidelines also give the U.S. FWS a place at the table for siting 
decisions and a sound basis for recommending measures needed to 
avoid, minimize and mitigate impacts of wind projects.  Importantly, 
wind developers that fail to incorporate Fish and Wildlife Service 
recommendations risk prosecution under the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act, Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, and other applicable 
wildlife law. 

Audubon worked collaboratively for three years to develop science-
based, practical guidelines. Now, we are calling for the Department of 
the Interior to implement these guidelines in the same collaborative 
spirit, and with the same respect for practical, science-based solutions 
to wildlife conflicts.  

We think advocating for strong voluntary guidelines will yield the best 
result for birds and for the build-out of renewable energy sources. We 
believe there is little appetite for mandatory guidelines in  

Voluntary Guidelines for Wind Energy Farms — Two Thoughts 
On March 23, 2012, the Department of the Interior (DOI) released new federal guidelines for minimizing bird and wildlife impacts from land-
based wind development in the United States. The guidelines were developed with the assistance of a 22-member Wind Turbine Guidelines 
Advisory Committee, which included experts from National Audubon Society, The Nature Conservancy, Defenders of Wildlife, Massachusetts 
Audubon and Bat Conservation International as well as representatives from the wind industry and state fish and wildlife agencies. The committee, 
created under the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) in 2009, worked with the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) to develop workable, 
science-based guidelines to avoid, minimize and mitigate impacts to birds and their habitats from wind energy facilities. For complete information, 
visit http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/. 
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Incandescent lights are to modern bulbs as campfires are to furnaces. The old-school 
lightbulb wastes 90 percent of its energy creating useless heat. Even oddly spiraling CFLs 
and glaring LEDs may soon be in the dim past. Their descendants are multifunctional, 
gently luminous, and artistic. — Carolyn Cotney 

A. Slip this flat bulb into your wallet and you'll carry the light wherever you go.  
About the size of a credit card, the DOULEX LED turns on when it's flipped  
up and off when folded flat. Despite its kitschy look, the battery-powered  
LED comes in remarkably handy. (To achieve the same end, download the  
iPhone 4's free flashlight app.) $2 for white, $5 for other colors; amazon.com 

B. Art meets function in the energy-saving PLUMEN 001, which lasts  
8,000 hours—eight times longer than an incandescent bulb. View its organic  
lines and swirling symmetry from different angles to get the full effect of the  
shape-shifting optical illusion. The glowing sculptures landed in the United  
States from London last year. $30, plumenshopus.com 

C. The U.S. Department of Energy awarded its Bright Tomorrow Lighting Prize  
to the PHILIPS Ambient 12.5W LED. Mercury-free, it shone consistently through  
testing for thousands of hours (it'll last you 25,000). The dimmable device uses  
80 percent less energy than a 60-watt incandescent and emits a soft white light.  
If every standard socket in America were switched to this bulb, annual CO2 emissions 
would decline by 20 million metric tons. $25, homedepot.com 

D. SOLOVYOV DESIGN's brainy, energy-efficient Insight illuminates how  
an industry is rethinking energy conservation. The lamp, by Belarusian industrial  
designers Maria and Igor Solovyov, is still just a concept, but the duo's website  
says they're "interested in working with manufacturers worldwide." solovyovdesign.by 

E. GIINII's AudioBulb is an LED with a built-in speaker and an easy screw-in setup.  
The wireless light and music system comes with two dimmable bulbs (life span 30,000 
hours), a dock for your music player, and a remote control. Choose stereo  
or mono sound, or just let the lights shine in silence. $300 for two bulbs, giinii.com 

Avital Binshtock, “Bulbs for a Brighter Future,” Sierra, March/April 2012, 
http://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/201203/enjoy-eco-lighting-110.aspx. 

Material was reproduced from a Sierra Club website with permission of the Sierra Club.  
© 2012 Sierra Club. All Rights Reserved. 

 

 
 
 

 

 
  

 

Bulbs for a Brighter Future   
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American Bird Conservancy (continued) 

 “For four years, FWS has been attempting to fix the voluntary 
guidelines problem with band aids. This is in spite of the fact that 
more than 150 organizations and 20,000 concerned citizens have 
shown their support for mandatory standards or are on record 
asking the Department of Interior for mandatory standards, not 
voluntary guidelines. Included in this group are the Sierra Club, 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology, American Birding Association, and 
many state Audubon societies,” Fuller said. 

 “Switching to the project permit system proposed in our petition 
would have fulfilled the agency’s mandate to protect migratory birds 
and keep them from becoming endangered while still enabling wind 
power development to continue,” Fuller said. 

Impact 

In 2009, FWS estimated that 440,000 birds were being killed each 
year by collisions with wind turbines, and recently included this 
figure in the agency’s 2013 budget request to Congress. In the 
absence of clear, legally enforceable regulations, the massive 
expansion of wind power in the United States will likely result in the 
deaths of more than one million birds each year by 2030. Further, 
wind energy projects are also expected to adversely impact almost 
20,000 square miles of terrestrial habitat, and another 4,000 square 
miles of marine habitat. 

American Bird Conservancy (ABC) is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
membership organization. Read more at:  
http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/policy/collisions/wind farms.html

National Audubon Society (continued) 

Washington, DC, as evidenced by the Interior Department’s 
rejection of a petition asking for mandatory guidelines. 

Strong Enforcement Needed 

On the other hand, the voluntary guidelines will put in place an 
important new industry-wide standard for how wind development 
will be planned and how impacts on birds will be avoided, 
minimized, and mitigated. If the Interior Department follows 
through with strong enforcement, we could see really meaningful 
change. The guidelines have explicit ties to federal wildlife law. 
However, the FSW has not prosecuted a wind company under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act. The success of the framework will 
depend on strong enforcement of wildlife law and a high standard 
for assessing adherence to the guidelines going forward.  

Support 

We invite everyone who cares about birds to join us in urging the 
Interior Department to ensure the federal guidelines, when 
implemented, provide the strongest possible protections for birds 
and habitat on the ground. Please affirm your Chapter’s support of 
strong protections for birds, wildlife, and their habitats by sending 
your Chapter name and state to Sean Saville, National Field 
Director for National Audubon Society, at ssaville@audubon.org.  

Read press release here: http://www.audubon.org/newsroom/press-
releases/2012/federal-guidelines-step-forward-bird-friendly-wind-
development 



 

 

 

 
To sign up for a free property consultation offering tailored  
advice on how to get started, visit www.libertyprairie.org,  
email info@libertyprairie.org or call 847.548.5989.  
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This newsletter was printed using soy-based ink on paper with 100% post-consumer recycled content processed chlorine free. 

National Audubon Society Membership 

New memberships only.  Sorry, not for renewal.  Join or give a gift subscription today at the special 
Introductory rate of just $20…43% off the basic rate 

Make checks payable to “National Audubon Society”.  Dues include $15 for AUDUBON magazine.  Please allow 
4-6 weeks from receipt of payment to receive your first issue of AUDUBON.  The National Audubon Society 
occasionally makes its membership list available to carefully selected organizations whose mailings you might find 
of interest.  To have your name omitted from this list, please check here.   

Mail your check and this form to: 
Lake County Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 332 
Libertyville, Illinois 60048 

 

Chapter Code C9ZG640Z 
 

Lake County  
Audubon Society 

Conservation@Home Eco-Friendly Program 

audbirds@aol.com    847.362.5134 
 

LCAS Board 

Chris Geiselhart President 
Publicity 

Diane Rosenberg Vice President 
BCN Rep. 

Paul Geiselhart  Treasurer 

Vic Taylor Secretary 

Jack Nowak  Membership 
Website  

Glen Moss Board Member 

Sue Schuler  Board Member 

Barb Thompson Board Member 
LCFP Rep. 

Don Wilson Board Member 

Jude Mulhern Newsletter Editor 

 

 
http://www.lakecountyaudubon.org 

Bird feeder kits will be available at each general meeting of the LCAS. The price is $8 
(members) and $11 (non-members). Bluebird houses will be available for $15 (members)  
and $18 (non-members).

Bird House & Feeder Kits


