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Vampires in your Home?
Are you harboring beings with two long teeth that suck the electricity out of your wall plugs when you’re not watching?  The polite way of asking is, “Is your standby power being consumed by devices that you leave plugged in when it’s unnecessary to do so?”

The list is fairly long, consisting of devices and functions that we assume are turned off when actually they are surreptitiously draining our collective resources and pocketbooks by their wastefulness.  Take awalk around your house and think how many of these you have: VCRs, DVDs, most audio systems; TVs, home cinema suites and set –top boxes; computers, digital monitors and printers; anything with remote control “instant-on” function just waiting at your beck and call; power adapters; home video games; cell-phone rechargers when not in use; cordless drills; electric tooth brushes, curling irons, and hair dryers. 

The list continues with items we’d hesitate to unplug, such as cordless phones and answering machines, remote-control air conditioning systems; standby light or clock; microwave ovens, security systems and fire alarms. One suggestion is to plug groups of devices into power strips, turning them on and off as needed. This can also provide some degree of protection since most of these are surge protectors. Look for appliances and even electronic devices with Energy Star efficiency ratings. 

According to DropYourEnergyBill.com, unplugging these when not in use can annually save the single household up to $50, with a saving of 5 billion watts per year.  Think of the reduced tonnage of CO2 produced and the reduction of power plants needed. Imagine the collective savings to the community from an economic and an ecological point of view if we each made a few changes and lowered our “instant-on” expectations! This year, reduce your energy consumption by taking these simple steps. 
[n order to determine just how much your appliances are using per hour/day/month/year, use the Kill-a-Watt Meter. It’s a device that can tell usage as well as cost for using your various appliances and other energy wasters. More information to follow in a future Audubon Outlook.

Read more: How to Plug All of Your Electrical Leaks and Conserve Energy | eHow.com
+http://www.dropyourenergybill.com/archives/1227026_discover-electrical-leakage-home.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standby_power









